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ANNUAL MEETING REPORT 
    Consumers Cooperative held the 69

th
 annual meeting on 

March 9
th
, at the Community Center in Richland Center. 

Following a noon lunch, President Dave Unbehaun called the 

meeting to order and welcomed over 100 members to the 69
th
 

annual stockholders meeting. 

    During the presidentôs report, Unbehaun talked about the 

daily challenges the cooperative faces. The volatile markets and 

high input costs, in addition to a shrinking agriculture industry 

in our area, increases the need for the Board of Directors to look 

at new ways to keep the Consumers Cooperative diverse. The 

directors are committed in maintaining a strong balance sheet 

for the company while exploring other avenues to promote 

growth. President Unbehaun also stressed the cooperativeôs 

commitment to the community and the support we have given. 

    Manager Jim Husnik announced this years scholarship 

winners with introductions of each recipient outlining past 

achievements and future goals. This year Consumers 

Cooperative awarded 15 scholarships of $400 each. Since 1989 

we have awarded $45,000 to area students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairman Unbehaun recognized Arnie Pharo and Dale Servais for 10 years of 
service to the cooperative, and recognized Mary Hauser for 30 years of service 

to the cooperative. 

 

    The managerôs report gave members the financial highlights 

of last yearôs operations. The Consumers Cooperative had total 

sales of $11,077,000, which was an increase of $761,000 from 

the previous year. Total operating expenses were $2.4 million, 

which was an increase of $125,000 from the previous year. The 

cooperative had a net margin of $208,000 for the year ending 

October 31. 2004. This year the cooperative paid patronage 

refunds of 2% on qualified purchases to patrons. These checks 

were mailed to patrons on March 31
st
. The managerôs report also 

included improvements to fixed assets that were made during 

the year. There was $317,000 invested in various areas of the 

cooperative to keep facilities and equipment up to date.  

    Jim Goplin was recognized as a retiring board of director; Jim 

served 9 years on the Board of Directors.   

    Dave Manning and Ron Kepler were re-elected, along with 

new director Brian Denman, to serve 3-year terms as board 

members. 

Jim Husnik  

          General Manager 

 

JUNE IS DAIRY MONTH 
    First of all, donôt forget to attend the Dairy Breakfast at the 

Greg and Joanne Kinney Farm on June 12
th
. Itôs a great time to 

see friends and neighbors, while enjoying a great meal at a 

reasonable price. Also in June, Consumers Cooperative will 

sponsor the ñfree milk with a mealò program at four area 

restaurants. Listen to your local radio for details. 

        Forage harvest season is here. Check with Consumers 

Cooperative for bunker covers, silage bags and bale wrap.  

    With beef prices as high as they are, plus calves hitting the 

ground, it is critical that both the cow and calf have the proper 

nutrition to start and continue their lives. The Co-op has a new 

mineral that is weather resistant. The product is called 

Rangeland Cattle Mineral. This mineral does not get hard during 

wet periods. It has trace mineral and vitamin levels that exceed 

the demands of high performance cattle. Also as the calves get 

older, if you donôt already creep feed, you might consider doing 

so, especially with feeder cattle prices the way they are. Creep 

feeding can fit into any operation. Also, with pasture season 

here, be sure to properly supplement your cattle other than 

minerals. The co-op has lick tanks or protein blocks to 

supplement your cattle protein needs. 

    We hope the summer is prosperous for you. If we can be of 

any assistance, please give us a call. We look forward to 

working closely with you. 

       Bill Tracy 

   Feed Dept. Mgr. 

 

FROM THE BOAZ COUNTRY STORE 
    The Boaz Store is your one stop for all of your Convenience 

needs. Whether itôs filling your tank with gasoline, or just 

stopping in for something quick to go, like our new slice pizza. 

We also have a breakfast pizza in the mornings, or try our new 

jumbo muffins; we serve a fresh line of bakery items with some 

new items coming this month. Stop by and try them soon.  

    Also coming soon to the Boaz Country Store, is DOT 

renewal. Thatôs right, youôll be able to renew your license plates 

at the Boaz Store in the near future.  

    Don't forget to apply for your Cenex/Visa card there are some 

great savings for those first two months you will get 12¢ a 

gallon off at any Cenex station and a savings of 1% worldwide. 

Stop in to and ask for details on how to get signed up. 

Ann Gerner 

           Store Manager 



ñATTENTION LP & FO CUSTOMERSò 
    We are just finishing up another heating season that has taken 

us to record ñHigh Pricesò. In the next couple of months we 

will be putting together information and prices on our 

2005/2006 Prepay, Budget, and Cap programs.  The LP & 

Petroleum Department want to give you advance notice of a 

couple of changes this upcoming season. 

    Even with our ñthree year averagingò figures, we experienced 

over-booking, which is costly to Consumers Coop. We are 

currently in the process of reviewing the formula for our 

recommendation of the gallons of fuel you will need to contract 

with us. Our goal is not to have gallons of unused fuel at the end 

of the heating season. We will have recommendations ready 

when our Prepay letter is sent in August.  

1. Our minimum Prepay, Budget and Cap contract will be 500 

gallons for the 2005-2006 season.  

2. Our Prepay, Budget, and Cap contracts will be available 

August 29, 2005 through September 16, 2005.  Watch for 

your Prepay letter and check the ñConsumers Connectionò 

newsletter for more details.  If the Budget Plan is going to 

be your choice, you need to start your 10 monthly 

installments in August.  Please take a moment and review 

the three available LP and FO plans for your upcoming 

heating season.  

 Prepay LP & FO: Prepay will remain basically the same 

as it was in the past. Contracts will be mailed when a gallon 

total, price per gallon and total contract are determined. 

Just a note to those of you who did have Prepay left from your 

2004/2005 contract.  The dollar amount has been rolled back to 

your open account in the form of credit. If you wish this credit 

to purchase Prepay LP or FO gallons on your 2005/2006 

contract you must let the LP or main office know of your 

intentions.  WE CANNOT convert this credit on your open 

account to PREPAY LP or FO Gallons without your 

permission!!! 

 Budget Plan: This is something new we tried this past 

heating season and would like to let you know more about 

it. Here again, when gallon totals, price per gallon and 

contract dollar totals are set, a contract is drawn up for your 

signature, a coupon book supplied and your first payment is 

due before the end of August 2005. Your last, or 10
th
, 

payment would be due May 31
st
, 2006. If you do not use all 

the fuel in your Budget contract, a credit will be issued to 

your open account as of May 31
st
, 2006. Likewise, if your 

usage of fuel exceeds your Budget contract and dollars, 

current price applies and payment is due within 30 days.  

 Cap Plan: This remains the same as in past seasons. When 

total gallon usage, price per gallon and ñCap Chargeò is 

determined, a contract for your signature will be issued. 

When delivery is made, your account will be charged 

market price with a ñCash Discountò slip taking the price 

down to your ñCapò price. Payment within 5 days is a must 

in order to receive the ñCapò contract price.  

Once again, watch for your Prepay letter in mid-August. NO 

PRICES HAVE BEEN SET AT THIS TIME. If you are 

interested in the Budget Plan, call our office, remember the 

payments start in August, your account must be current and 

consecutive payments paid before the end of each month August 

through May! 

Dale Servais 

  LP & Petroleum Dept. Manager 

SOYBEAN RUST 
    Asian Soybean Rust is a major concern in soybean production 

for the upcoming year. Soybean Rust is able to over winter on 

alternate plant hosts in the most southern regions of Florida and 

Texas. It is predicted that once Soybean Rust begins to spread, it 

may only take 5 weeks for infectious spores to reach Wisconsin. 

Now this will be dependant upon many weather factors, the 

most important of which is wind currents. Soybean Rust 

requires at least 6 consecutive hours of moisture on leaves to 

infect plants in a temperature range of 50ę ï 80ę+F. Thus, 

Soybean Rust will thrive in hot, humid conditions. 

    Soybean Rust causes premature defoliation of soybean plants 

and can result in excess of 90% yield loss. Studies by 

Universities and Companies in South America and the U.S. 

show that the best way to control Soybean Rust is through the 

use of preventative fungicide treatments. This means that 

fungicides need to be applied before Soybean Rust has begun to 

infect plants. What does this mean to soybean producers in this 

area? It means that if Soybean Rust is confirmed in central 

Illinois it is time to start applying fungicides here. Depending on 

when the Soybean Rust reaches this area ,multiple fungicide 

applications may be required. Keep this in mind; Soybean Rust 

should be able to survive in this area through August and into 

September depending on how long favorable whether conditions 

persist. Aggressive crop scouting and multiple applications of 

fungicides may be required to maintain profitability of 

soybeans. 

   Steve Marr 

         Certified Crop Advisor 

 

SIDE DRESS NITROGEN 
  Side dressing Nitrogen is a good way to increase your corn 

yields without spending more money on fertilizer. Nitrogen can 

leach in most soil types. Heavy rains may push Nitrogen down 

below the root zone of the plant. Split-applying Nitrogen will 

minimize leaching of Nitrogen early, and make more Nitrogen 

available to the plant when it needs it most. 

    At Consumers Co-op, we have liquid and dry fertilizer 

applicators available for 30 or 38 inch row spacing. Both do an 

excellent job of placing Nitrogen where you need it most. Urea 

and 28% can be impregnated with Agrotain. Agrotain reduces 

atmospheric Nitrogen losses of Urea in hot, humid conditions. 

Please feel free to call the Croplan Center for more information. 

    I recently harvested a side-by-side comparison on a cornfield 

where additional Nitrogen was applied when the corn was 6ft. 

tall. It was a sandy loam field and, even though we applied a full 

rate of Nitrogen early, the heavy rains had leached some 

Nitrogen. We applied 15 gal/ ac (45 units of N.) on a 60 ft. strip, 

then left a 60 ft. check strip (No additional 28% applied), and on 

the next 60 ft. we applied 25 gal/ ac (75 units). 

    As a result of applying 15 gallons of 28% we saw a 30 bushel 

increase in yield, and had a 62 bushel increase where 25 

gallons of 28% was applied compared to the check. 

    In conclusion, split applied Nitrogen is growing in popularity. 

By applying N late you reduce leaching from early rains, and 

have more N available when the corn plant needs it most. For 

more information on split application of Nitrogen, contact the 

Croplan Center at 647-8894. 

   Vaughn Ramsden 

    Agronomy Sales



CONSUMERS CO-OP PRESENTED SCHOLOA RSHIPS TO AREA STUDE NTS .
Shelly Haffner is currently 

attending Richland Center High 

School.  She is the daughter of 

LeRoy and Susan Haffner.  Shelly 

participated in Soccer, Cross 

Country, Volleyball, and Track. 

She is a member of the Euro Club, 

Investment Club, Key Club, 

Student Council, SADD, SADD 

Drama Troupe, FFA, and Big 

Buddy.  Shelly plans to major in 

Pre-Medicine and become a 

Pediatrician.  

 

 

 

Alex Fruit is currently a student 

at Ithaca High School.  He is the 

son of Richard & Jean Fruit.  

Alex has participated on the 

Football and Baseball teams.  He 

plans to attend a technical 

college where he will study 

Metal Fabrication and Welding. 

One day he hopes to open his 

own machine shop.  

 

 
 

 

Kyle Huth attends Ithaca High 

School.  He is the son of David and 

Jayne Huth.  Kyle has participated 

in Student Council, Class 

Representative, FFA, Band, Choir, 

4-H, Key Club, Science Mentor, 

Volunteer Reader, Musical, and 

Madrigal.  He is also a member of 

the Basketball, Football, Baseball, 

and Track teams. Kyle has also 

been a part of the Homecoming 

Court and Prom Court.  He plans to 

attend Winona University, where 

he will study in the Health field.  

 
Mary Thering is 

currently attending 

River Valley High 

School.  She is the 

daughter of Greg and 

Julie Thering.  Mary 

has participated in 

Basketball, Track, 

Cross Country, 

Forensics, and the 

Literary Magazine.  

Mary plans to attend UW-Richland her first two years and then 

transfer to UW-Madison, where she will be majoring in 

Advertising and Journalism.  

Rory Fry is currently attending Richland Center High School.  

He is the son of Randal and Monica Fry.  Rory is a member of 

Future Business Leaders of America, Business Enterprise, 

Student Council, 

Spanish Club, and 

Senior Executive 

Board.  He has also 

participated on the 

Football, Basketball, 

and Track and Field 

teams.  Rory plans to 

attend Olivet 

Nazarene University 

and study Pre-medicine there.  

 

 

Molly Lewis is 

currently a student at 

UW-Richland.  She is 

the daughter of 

Calvin and Julie 

Lewis.  Molly has 

been a member of the 

FFA, SADD, Student 

Council, Senior 

Executive Board, 

Swing Choir, and Leo 

Club.  Molly plans to finish college at UW-Platteville. She plans 

to study Agriculture Education and start a career as an 

Agriculture teacher in Southwest Wisconsin. 

 

Katylynn Gher is currently 

attending college at UW-

Platteville.  She is the daughter 

of Bill and Nancy Gher.  

Katylynn was a member of the 

National Honor Society, 4-H, 

Band, Jazz Band, and 

Forensics.  She is currently a 

member of the FFA and on her 

Hall Council. Katylynn plans 

to finish school at UW-

Platteville and start a career in 

Southwest Wisconsin as an 

Agriculture teacher. 

 
Eric Michel currently attends Ithaca 

High School.  He is the son of Barb 

and Steve Michel.  Eric has 

participated on the Football, 

Basketball, and Track teams. He 

has also been a member of the 

National Honors Society, Big 

Brother, and Class President.  Eric 

plans to attend UW-Richland and 

then transfer to UW-Stevens Point, 

where he will major in Wildlife 

Management.  

 



Michelle Jacob is currently 

enrolled at Olivet Nazarene 

University.  She is the daughter 

of David and Louise Jacob.  In 

high school she was a member of 

Yearbook, Business Clubs, and 

Pep Club.  Currently she is 

participating in International 

Justice Mission, Three Bible 

Study Groups, and Volunteer for 

Salvation Army.  Michelle plans 

to continue her education at 

Olivet Nazarene University 

where she plans to double major 

in Business Administration and 

Marketing.  

 

 

Daniel Jacob is attending 

Richland Center High School.  He 

is the son of David and Louise 

Jacob.  Daniel has participated in 

Wisconsin Chess Challenge, 

Relay for Life. He has also been 

awarded honors and the 

Presidentôs Education Award.  

Daniel plans to attend Olivet 

Nazarene University where he 

will study to become an Electrical 

Engineer.  

 

 

Jennifer Lepke is a 

student at Kickapoo 

High School. She is 

the daughter of Mike 

and Brenda Lepke. 

Jennifer has 

participated in 

Volleyball, Basketball, 

Softball, Cheerleading, 

and Track teams. She 

is also a member of 

the Ski Club, K-Club, FFA, 4-H, FBLA, Swing Choir, National 

Honor Society, Band, Choir, and Musical Swing Choir.  Jennifer 

plans to study nursing at Winona University.  

 

Janelle Burnham is a student at 

Kickapoo High School.  She is the 

daughter of Jim and Julie Burnham.  

Janelle has participated in Band, 

Choir, Swing Choir, Basketball, 

Cross Country, and Track and Field.  

She is also a member of the K-Club, 

FFA, FBLA, Ski Club, Spanish 

Club, School Board Representative, 

Honors Band and Choir, and 

National Honor Society.  Janelle 

plans to attend UW-Madison to 

major in Business.  

 

 

Regan Schmidt currently attends 

Richland Center High School.   He 

is the son of Randal and Shelly 

Schmidt.  Regan has participated 

in School Musicals, Alumni 

Liaison, Swing Choir, Concert 

Choir, Blood Drive, Wrestling 

Concessions, Triviathon, and 

Lector for Church, 2nd Grade 

Sunday School Teacher, St. 

Maryôs Teen Choir, St. Maryôs 

Teen Band, Forensics, Piano, 

Student Council, Spanish Club, 

National Honor Society, Pep 

Assembly, and Alumni Basketball.  Regan plans to attend UW-

Madison where he will major in Political Science and Ag-

Business. 

 

 

Zachary Nankee is currently a 

student at Riverdale High 

School.  He is the son of John 

and Jan Nankee.  Zachary is a 

member of the Student Council, 

Band, Choir, Forensics, and 

Drama.  He has also participated 

with the Dance, Cross Country, 

Track, and Football teams.  He 

plans to study Pre-medicine at 

UW-Madison. 

 

 

Abby Deckert is 

currently a student at 

St. Maryôs 

University.  She is 

the daughter of Paul 

and Therese Deckert.  

Abby has participated 

in Habitat for 

Humanity, Big 

Buddy program, 

Sports Medicine Club, Intramurals, and other Volunteer 

Activities.  Abby plans to continue her studies at St. Maryôs 

University for Pre-Physical Therapy and then obtain her 

Masterôs in Physical therapy at UW-LaCrosse.  

 

Consumer Co-op believes in the value of the youth in 

our community, and supports young people in many 

ways. From purchasing animals at the meat auction 

sale at the County Fair to sponsoring ribbons and 

trophies at the High School Rodeo and many other 

community activities to awarding scholarships for 

ongoing education. Consumers Cooperative has 

awarded $45,000 scholarships since 1989. 

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients and all 

area graduates. Everyone at Consumers Cooperative 

would like to wish area graduates good luck in their 

future ventures. 




