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FEED CENTER NOW OPEN 
    Itôs been a long process, but our new Feed Center is in 

operation.  As most of our customers are aware, we have moved 

our feed processing operation to the Sextonville location. The 

Feed Center is located just behind the L.P. office. The building 

of the new Feed Center was the end result of the fire in April 

2000 that destroyed a major portion of the Richland Center Feed 

Mill.  

Fire destroyed a large portion of the Richland Center Mill in April 2000. 

 

    Our Feed services have been an important part of the 

cooperative, and important to area livestock producers. The 

immediate decision following the fire was to upgrade the Boaz 

Mill and make temporary improvements to restore service to the 

Richland Center Mill. This decision would give us some time to 

determine the direction Consumers Cooperative would take in 

the future in supplying livestock feed to the area. When 

improvements were made to the existing facilities, equipment 

was purchased with the intent that it would be saleable, or be 

used in future building plans. 

After many tough decisions were made, construction began on the new facility in 
November 2006. 
 

     In the summer of 2006, a major decision had to be made, the 

extra labor and truck expenses to operate two locations was too 

costly to keep the cooperative in the feed business for the future.  

 

At this time the decision was made to relocate the feed business 

to one location. Since the Boaz site was not large enough to 

justify more improvements, and the Richland Center site could 

not be used due to city ordinances, it was decided to relocate the 

Feed Department to the Sextonville site. 
 

Winter weather delayed the project, putting the finish line six weeks behind. 
 

    Construction began November 1
st
 2006. The weather in the 

fall was very cooperative, but later in the winter the weather 

slowed construction progress. The target date for completion 

was to be early April. Our goal was to be finished before the 

spring season. As a result of weather delays, we fell about six 

weeks behind.  

New facilities mean improved efficiency and service. 
 

     This new facility will reduce operating expense and help to 

keep prices competitive to our customers, and provide the feed 

services that our producers will need in the coming years. 

    Jim Husnik 

            General Manger 

 

Pesticide Container Recycling 

Consumers Cooperative will sponsor pesticide container recycling. We 

encourage you to protect our environment. Only plastic containers that 

are triple-rinsed will be accepted. Please make sure jugs are clean 
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inside and out and remove the caps and labels from the jugs. Jugs will 

be accepted from 9:00 to 4:00 on June 5th, and 19th and on July 10th. 

THE COOKIE LADIES ARE BACK 
    Last year we baked and sold over 8400 cookies for our 

Consumers Coop Cares Walk With Grace Team. We have 

Chocolate Chip M&M, White Chocolate Macadamia Nut, 

Peanut Butter with Reeseôs Pieces, Oatmeal Raisin, and 

Oatmeal Cranberry Walnut cookies again this year. We have 

added some new varieties as well. The new varieties include 

Snicker Doodle, English Toffee, Maple Walnut, Monster, and 

Caramel Apple. We bake cookies every Friday. Please stop in 

and help us beat our total from last year. Cookies are 50¢ each 

or $6.00 per dozen. Please call ahead for large orders at 647-

6171. We hope to see you on Fridays. 

 

FROM THE BOAZ COUNTRY STORE 
    Spring has sprung, and the warm weather is here once again. 

Fishing season is now open and for your convenience, we carry 

some live bait, and donôt forget to pick up ice for your coolers to 

keep those drinks cold out on that those warm lakes. 

    Our feed store is open seven days a week. We carry a good 

selection of feeds including chicken, calf, dog, cat, horse, rabbit 

and cow mixes, with still more room to carry more. So, if there 

is something you would like us to handle, stop and in and we 

can see what we can do. 

    You can renew your license plate at the Boaz Country Store, 

six days a week, Monday thru Saturday. We provide you with 

many other conveniences too including fresh deli items and 

fresh made convenience foods, as well as movie rentals.  

    All of us at the Boaz Country store would like to congratulate 

our area Graduates this year. For all of those parties, stop in and 

place your order for ice. We will have it ready for you on that 

special day. 

     The Boaz Country Store is your one stop for all of your 

convenience needs from just picking up a loaf of bread or a 

gallon of milk to renewing your vehicle plates, purchasing your 

hunting and fishing license, or just picking up some feed for 

your pet or livestock. Weôre here seven days a week to serve 

you with our fast and friendly service, so stop in soon.  

Ann Gerner  

            Store Manager 

 

FROM THE CREDIT DEPARTMENT 
    It has been a busy spring since the weather allowed you folks 

to get into the fields and do your planting. We appreciated the 

effort of those patrons who arranged their credit needs early so 

there would be no delays due to financing concerns as you went 

into the fields. There are still some of you that I need to talk 

with and develop more specific payment plans. So if you have a 

break, and havenôt outlined payment plans for crop inputs 

charged, please give me a call at 647-6171. 

    The heating season is about over for another year. We have 

more and more customers setting up budget payment plans, and 

taking advantage of prepay programs. If you still have unpaid 

petroleum or L.P. accounts from the past season, please try to 

bring these accounts current in the next month or so. 

    As always, we want to thank all our patrons for their business. 

A special thank you goes out to those patrons who always seem 

to have their accounts current at month end. Summer is a season 

that always goes by fast for me. Be sure to take time to enjoy the 

summer with your family and friends. 

   Arnie Pharo 

               Credit Manager 

 

PROPER MIXING OF MILK REPLACER & SANITIZING 

FEEDING EQUIPMENT 
Mixing Milk Replacer 

Step 1. Use a thermometer to check water temperatures. Always 

mix at 110 to 120°F and feed at 95 to 105°F. 

Step 2. Follow manufacturerôs instructions for powder and 

water amounts, always measure water accurately into bucket 

first, then add powder. 

Step 3. Measure milk replacer and water accurately (for the 

most accurate measurement, weigh milk replacer powder using 

a scale). 

Step 4. Using a wire whisk and slow, circular motion, 

thoroughly mix milk replacer in a bucket. Do not use whipping 

or fast motion to mix milk replacer. Do not use your hands or 

wooden utensils. 

Step 5. Thoroughly mix milk replacer powder and water until 

all powder is in solution with no clumps or un-dissolved 

powder. Do not over mix; this can cause excessive foaming and 

separation of fat. 

Step 6. Do not let mixed milk replacer stand for more than 15 

minutes to avoid excessive cooling (this may allow minerals, 

medications, and fiber to settle out of solution). 

Step 7. Give milk replacer a quick mix with wire whisk before 

feeding if it has been standing for more than 10 to 15 minutes. 

 

Cleaning Equipment 

Step 1. Rinse equipment in lukewarm water (105 to 110°F) to 

remove leftover milk, manure, and dirt. Do not use hot water. 

Use a thermometer to check water temperatures. 

Step 2. Wash equipment in hot water (140 to 180°F) and 

alkaline detergent for 5 minutes. Do not let temperature fall 

below 120°F. Use a thermometer to check water temperatures. 

Follow manufacturerôs directions for detergent concentration. 

Step 3. Scrub all surfaces with a brush to remove dirt. 

Step 4. Rinse equipment in warm to hot water (110 to 150°F) 

and acid sanitizer for 2 to 3 minutes. Follow manufacturerôs 

directions for sanitizer concentration. 

Step 5. Place equipment upside down on a rack to drain and dry. 

It should be dried completely before next feeding. 

Step 6. This general procedure will be adequate in most 

situations, but it is not intended to replace manufacturersô 

recommended procedures. Always read and follow label 

directions. 

   Joe McDonald  

    Livestock Production Specialist 

 
Modified from Calf TrackTM, Penn State University 
Please see Calf TrackTM for further details. 

 

 

JUNE HAYMAKERS SPECIAL 
    June is Dairy month and is also time for our Haymakers 

Special. From now to June 30
th
, 2007 enjoy $1.00/ acre off on 

custom spreading or $5.00/ton off with the rental of a spreader 

for all alfalfa fertilizer. Call ahead to make arrangements for 

prompt, professional custom spreading, or delivery of a fertilizer 

spreader, and take advantage of our haymakers special.  

 



 

WHY HAS MILK REPLACER PRICE GONE UP? 
    Milk replacer cost has risen because the Class III Milk price 

has gone up from $11 to $15 per cwt from July 2006 through 

March 2007.  Over 70% of this is due to the increase in whey 

price on the world market.  We use whey in milk replacer and 

$2.90 per cwt of the $4 increase is due to the whey price 

increase. 

    If an average dairy cow gives 20,000 lbs of milk per lactation, 

which is 200 cwtôs per calf born. 200 cwtôs x $2.90 = $580 per 

year extra income due to the increase in whey price.   

    The whey price and other milk protein price increases have 

caused most milk replacer prices to increase over $20 since July 

2006.  Spending an extra $20 per bag of milk replacer is a small 

portion of the extra $580 income due to whey increasing the 

milk price.  

    Consumers Coop has Land O'Lakes Maxi Care® available. 

Maxi Care® Contains:  22% protein, 20% Fat, Optimal Vitamin 

Levels, Glymaxene®, Neo-Terramycin® & Bio-Mos®. 

 22% high quality protein for comparable performance 

to premium all-milk replacer at a lower cost. 

 20% homogenized fat with reduced particle size for 

better utilization. 

 Neo-Terramycin® medication for fewer scour days 

 Bio-Mos® for gut health and integrity and overall calf 

health and performance. 

 Glymaxene® a unique protein source, which through a 

specify patented process, soy proteins are made more 

digestible to the young calf. 

 Exclusive Insta*Flake® process ensures fast, easy and 

thorough mixing. 

 20% Savings over conventional milk replacer. 

Contact me today if you would like more information on Maxi 

Care or any milk replacer.  Have a Great Summer!  

Amanda Daniels 

       Dairy Production Specialist 

 

LET US HELP YOU CELEBRATE 
    Grand Rental Station can make your summer parties, open 

house, or wedding an enjoyable event for you and your guests. 

    A tent is a place to be for a well-planned event. Put a tent in 

your garden, in the park, by a pond or in any other great 

location. Add to your perfect place some food, drink, music and 

a theme to create a memorable occasion. 

    Parties can take many forms through the arrangement and 

design of tables. Good planning is always necessary even for a 

very simple design. The amount of space you have available, the 

type of party and number of guests invited will determine the 

shape and size of table that will be best for your event. Our 

selection of tables will provide the perfect setting for you. You 

can also choose from the many colors and styles of chairs to 

compliment the theme of your special occasion. 

    The Grand Rental Station can help you make your wedding a 

perfect day that everyone will remember. We have candelabra, a 

unity candleholder, wedding arches and even Champaign 

fountains available for rent. 

    Stop in and see what we have available for your wedding and 

party needs. Hope to see you soon. 

Mary Forge 

  Grand Rental Station Mgr. 

 

CENEX RUBY FIELDMASTER 
    If youôve been using standard diesel for years you may be 

skeptical about whether premium fuels are worth the added cost, 

but consider this. Over time your engineôs fuel pump and 

injectors get dirty, a gradual, hard-to-notice process, that 

reduces both engine performance and fuel economy. Standard 

diesel fuel contains no additives to reduce wear, extend storage 

life, or reduce the formation of gum, varnish and corrosion. 

     Ruby Fieldmaster Premium Diesel Fuel cleans your fuel 

system, and keeps it clean for maximum power and 

performance, and thatôs not the only benefit. Ruby Fieldmaster 

continually delivers up to 5% better fuel efficiency while 

optimizing engine performance and independent tests prove it. 

At todayôs fuel prices, that can mean a savings of up to 13Â per 

gallon. All that adds up to real savings, extended equipment life, 

lower maintenance costs, more work time and better fuel 

economy. 

   Carroll Clark 

         Energy Center Manager 

 

SIDE DRESS NITROGEN 
    Side dressing Nitrogen is a good way to increase your corn 

yields without spending more money on fertilizer. Nitrogen can 

leach in most soil types. Heavy rains may push Nitrogen down 

below the root zone of the plant. Split-applying Nitrogen will 

minimize leaching of Nitrogen early, and make more Nitrogen 

available to the plant when it needs it most. 

    At Consumers Co-op, we have liquid and dry fertilizer 

applicators available for 30 or 38 inch row spacing. Both do an 

excellent job of placing Nitrogen where you need it most. Urea 

and 28% can be impregnated with Agrotain. Agrotain reduces 

atmospheric Nitrogen losses of Urea in hot, humid conditions. 

Please feel free to call the Croplan Center for more information. 

 

CHECKLIST FOR GOOD SILAGE AND TMR 

MANAGEMENT 
    With the harvesting of first crop hay, and the heat of summer 

coming on, here are some tips for better silage management and 

better bunk life of forages to be fed during the summer months. 

1. Make sure the silo structure is in good condition. It 

should be free of cracks, holes, and poorly fitted doors. 

2. Harvest crops at recommended moisture and maturity. 

3. Make sure bunker silos have a good base. 

4. Chop forage at optimum length. 

5. Use bacterial silage inoculants to improve fermentation 

applied at recommended rates with a well-calibrated 

application. 

6. Ensile forages as quickly as possible. 

7. Distribute forage evenly within the silo, level and pack 

well. Cover and securely seal silo. 

8. Remove the recommended amount (6ò) of silage from 
the face daily during feed out. 

9. Keep bunker face even. 

10. Clean out bunkers regularly.  

11. Manage TMR to prevent heating between feedings. 

12. Provide adequate pack weight. 

Bill Tracy 

        Feed Center Manager 

 

 



CONSUMERS CO-OP PRESENTED SCHOLOA RSHIPS TO AREA STUDE NTS .
 

    Consumers Cooperative recently selected seventeen 

individuals to receive scholarships of $400 to help with their 

continuing education.  Since 1989, the Cooperative has awarded 

$63,000 in scholarships to 150 area students. This yearôs 

recipients are as follows: Lisa Miller, Chelsey Carley, Amanda 

Fowell, Nick Hanold, Celia Rynes, Jason Judson, Bethany 

Studnicka, Amber Noble, Lucas Unbehaun, Krysty Kepler, 

Bradie Ewing, Paul Annear, Elizabeth Peckham, Nellie Cejpek, 

Chelsea Kaderavek, Jessica Alvin and Ian Wilson.   
 

Lisa Miller is the daughter of Judy 

Wegner and Scott Miller.  Lisa is a 

student of Kickapoo High School. Lisa 

has participated in Wisconsin State FFA 

Honors Band, Southwestern Wisconsin 

Honors Band, Cross Country, Track and 

Field, Student Council, Student 

Government, and FFA.  She is a member 

of the math team, K-Club, Forensics and 

the National Business Honor Society.  

She plans to attend the University of 

Wisconsin-River Falls to major in 

Environmental Science.    

 

Chelsey Carley is the daughter of Phillip 

and Jacqueline Carley.  She is currently 

attending Ithaca High School.  Chelsey 

has participated in Choir, Band, Spanish 

Club, Student Council, Forensics, 

Volleyball, Softball as well as a member 

of the National Business Honor Society.  

She plans to attend UW Milwaukee with 

a major of pre-medicine.  Upon 

graduation, Chelsey would like to 

continue her education at a medical 

college and enter the workforce as a 

pediatrician.       

 

    Amanda Fowell is the daughter of 

Esther and Martin Fowell.  Amanda is a 

student of Ithaca High School.  She has 

participated in Band, Choir and Softball.  

Amanda plans on continuing her education 

at UW River Falls to earn a degree as a 

Physical Education teacher 

 

    

 

 

  

Nick Hanold is the son of Denise and Steve 

Hanold.  Nick is currently attending Ithaca 

High School.  Nick has participated in 

Basketball, Football, and Baseball.  He has 

been a member of the math team, Key Club, 

Forensics, Choir and Band.  Nick plans on 

attending UW Platteville or Milwaukee 

School of Engineering where he plans to 

study Electrical Engineering. 

 

 

Celia Rynes is the daugher of Debra 

Rynes-Downey and Kenneth Rynes.  

Celia currently attends Ithaca High 

School.  She has participated in 

Volleyball, Basketball, Softball, 

Student Council, Spanish Club, Band 

and National Business Honor Society.  

Celia plans to attend either Edgewood 

or UW Platteville where she will major 

and pursue a career in Business 

Management Triviathon.  Ryan plans to 

attend UW-Madison to obtain a degree 

in Dairy Science and Agricultural 

Economics. 

 

Jason Judson is the son of Nancy and 

Clifford Judson.  Jason is a student at 

Ithaca High School.  He has participated 

in Honors Band, was a sentinel in FFA, 

had a role in the school play, 

ñCinderellaò, and was editor for the 

school yearbook.  Jason plans on 

continuing his education at UW Richland 

where he will major in business.     

Bethany Studnicka is the daughter of 

Holli Glick and John Studnicka.  

Bethany is attending Kickapoo High 

School.  She has participated in 

Volleyball, Cross-Country, Basketball, 

Future Teachers of America Club, 

Band, Choir, School Muscials, 

District/State Forensics, Spanish Club, 

and National Honors Society.  Bethany 

has also been Class President, Vice-

President, served as Home Coming 

Queen and received High Honors.  

Bethany plans to attend Edgewood 

College where she plans to obtain a Bachelorôs of Science 

Degree in nursing, specializing in obstetrics.  

 

    Amber Noble is the daughter of Debra and Gregory Noble.  

Amber is currently attending Richland Center High School.  She 

is a member of the National Business Honor Society, Senior 

Executive Board, Homecoming 

Committee, Prom Committee, 

4-H Horse Project, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Soccer and coach 

for youth basketball.  Amber 

plans to attend UW Richland 

and them transfer to a four-year 

University to pursue a career in 

Physical Therapy or some other 

career in the medical field. 

 

  

 

 

 



    Krysty Kepler is the daughter of 

Lonnie and Dana Kepler.  Krysty is 

currently attending Richland Center 

High School.  She is currently Vice 

President of the Richland Center FFA, 

Senior Executive Board Member and 

active in the Junior Holstein 

Association.  She has participated in the 

Dairy Bowl, actively involved in many 

fundraisers, planning school dances, 

member of the Homecoming, Snowball 

and Prom planning committees.  Krysty 

plans to attend UW Platteville with a 

double major in dairy science and agriculture business 

    Bradie Ewing is the son of Andrea and David Ewing.  Bradie 

is attending Richland Center High 

School.  He has participated in Varsity 

Football, Basketball and Track.  He is a 

member of the National Business Honor 

Society, Student Council, American 

Mathematics Competition, Swing 

Choir, Church Teen Choir, AAU 

Basketball, Strength and Condition 

programs, Weightlifting and 

participated in two High School 

Musicals.  Bradie plans to attend UW 

Madison to pursue a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Engineering or 

Business 

 

Paul Annear is the son of Kim and 

John Annear.  Paul currently attends 

the Richland Center High School.  He 

has participated in Track, Football, 

Basketball, Key Club, Big Buddy, 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing, 

Homecoming Skits, and School 

Musicals.  Paul plans on attending 

UW Madison or University of 

Nebraska.  Paul hopes to be a Sports 

Broadcaster.   

 

 

Jessica Alvin is the daughter of Ellen and 

Douglas Alvin.  Jessica is currently 

attending Ithaca High School.  She has 

participated in Volleyball, Softball and 

Band.  She plans on continuing her 

education at the UW Richland and then 

transfer to another college where she will 

major in the medical field or massage 

therapy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Wilson is the son of Ruth and Bruce Wilson. He is attending 

Richland Center High School. He has participated in Football, 

Baseball, Basketball, FBLA, Swing Choir, High School 

Musicals, Prom Planning and has been Class Officer for two 

years. Ian plans to attend UW 

Whitewater and major in pre-business. 

After graduation he plans to pursue a 

career in business administration along 

with coaching football. 

 

    Elizabeth Peckham is the daughter of 

Julie and Paul Peckham.  She currently 

attends Richland Center High School.  

She has participated 

in RCHS Highest 

Honor Roll, 2007 

Badger Girl State 

Representative, President of 

National Honor Society, Volleyball, 

Dance Team, Choir, Swing Choir, 

Pep Band, Southwest 

Community Players Theatre, 

Key Club, Big Buddy, Community 

Volunteer and Brush Creek 

Knowledge Seekers 4-H club.  

She plans on attending Edgewood 

College to pursue studies in the field of education.   

 

    Lucas Unbehaun is the son of Cathy and David Unbehaun.  

Lucas is a student of Richland Center High School.  He has 

participated in FFA, Football and Wrestling.  He plans on 

attending Southwest Technical College where he will major in 

Dairy Herd Management.  After graduation, Lucas plans on 

returning home and following in his 

fatherôs and grandfatherôs footsteps 

running the family farm. 

 

 

Nellie Cejpek is the daughter of 

Kimberly and Christian Cejpek.  She is 

attending Kickapoo High School.  

Nellie has participated in Volleyball, 

Basketball, Softball, Track, FFA, 

FBLA, Band, Choir, National Honors 

Society, K Club, Elementary Tutoring, 

4-H, Camp Counselor, Youth Leader 

and Nicaragua Missions Trip.  Nellie 

plants to attend UW Whitewater to 

pursue a bachelor degree in Business Administration and minor 

in Spanish and German.    .  

 

Chelsea Kaderavek is the daughter of Susan and Dennis 

Kaderavek.  Chelsea attends Richland Center High School.  She 

has participated in Cross Country, Track, FFA, National Honor 

Society, Class Officer, Senior Executive Board, Key Club, 

Spanish Club and Big Buddy Pre-School screening.  Chelsea 

plans to attend UW Richland for the spring and then transferring 

to UW LaCrosse where she will be pursuing a career as a 

physicianôs assistant. 

 



 

    Consumer Co-op believes in the value of the youth in our community, and supports young people in many 

ways. From purchasing animals at the meat auction sale at the County Fair to sponsoring ribbons and 

trophies at the High School Rodeo and many other community activities to awarding scholarships for 

ongoing education. Congratulations to our scholarship recipients and all area graduates. Everyone at 

Consumers Cooperative would like to wish area graduates good luck in their future ventures.

 



JUNE IS DAIRY MONTH 
    First of all, donôt forget to attend the area Dairy Breakfasts. 

The Sauk County Dairy Breakfast will be held at the Doug 

Brander Farm on Saturday, June 9
th
 from 7:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. 

The farm is located on Highway 14 near Spring Green. The 

Richland County Dairy Breakfast will be held at the Durst ï 

Larse Farm on June 10
th
. Breakfast will be served from 7:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The farm is located off Highway 80 North on 

County Highway A. Follow County Highway A for about 12 

miles to the farm. It is being recommended that you park at The 

Richland County Fairgrounds and use the FREE shuttle bus to 

the farm. Itôs a great time to see friends and neighbors, while 

enjoying a great meal at a reasonable price.  

    Also in celebration of June Dairy Month, Consumers 

Cooperative will sponsor the ñfree milk with a mealò program at 

four area restaurants. Listen to your local radio for details. 

        Forage harvest season is here. Be sure to check with 

Consumers Cooperative for your preservative needs. We also 

have a complete line of Up North bunker covers, silage bags and 

bale wrap. 

    We hope the summer is prosperous for you. If we can be of 

any assistance, please give us a call. We look forward to 

working closely with you. 

       Bill Tracy 

   Feed Dept. Mgr. 

 

DISEASE CONTROL IN CORN PRODUCES BIG 

BENEFITS 
    A new and very fast growing trend in corn production is the 

use of fungicides for disease control. Side-by-side yield data 

showed an average yield increase of over 20 bu/ac last year. The 

five-year average increase in yield with the use of fungicide is 

about 15/ bu per acre. 

    Here at the Croplan Center, we believe there is potentially a 

more valuable reason to do some side-by-sides in your fields 

this year. Disease control in corn could dramatically reduce 

mycotoxin levels in silage. This could mean reduced costs for 

toxin inhibitors in TMRs, better animal health and improved 

feed efficiency. Also keep in mind that an increase of 20 bu/acre 

of grain will result in an increase in the energy level of 

harvested silage. 

    Application timing is important. Fungicides need to be 

applied just before to just after tassel. Corn varieties will 

respond differently to fungicide applications as the genetics of 

some varieties will already make them more tolerant to diseases 

that are common in this area.  

    Fungicide effectiveness will vary as well. Fungicides such as 

Headline, only have preventative characteristics, meaning it will 

only prevent diseases from establishing on the plants or prevent 

diseases from continuing to develop on other areas of plant 

tissue. Stratego has preventative and curative characteristics, 

meaning it will stop disease from establishing on plant tissue 

and it will also control disease that has already infected plant 

tissue as listed on the label. 

    Fungicide applications on corn have the potential to provide 

great financial benefits to those who use them. Fungicides could 

reduce costs, increase yields and increase forage quality. Call 

the Croplan Center if you have any questions, or would like to 

set up some side-by-sides in your fields. 

    Steve Marr 

       Certified Crop Advisor 

APHIDS MAY BE A PROBLEM 
    Soybean aphids have been becoming more of a problem in 

Wisconsin the last few years. Last season, aphids were spotty. 

Areas in South Central Wisconsin were spraying early for 

aphids. Some aphids were above threshold in our area, but did 

not have widespread economic impact. 

    Aphids over-winter as eggs on Buckthorn. The latest reports 

are that the aphid population is expected to be high due to a mild 

winter and lack of natural enemies. Southern states have already 

seen above average aphid pressure. We will continue to monitor 

the aphid population and attempt to keep you informed. 

    Soybean aphids suck the photosynthetic material from the 

soybean plant, increasing the stress to the plant. Controlling 

soybean aphids at economic thresholds is critical in maintaining 

yield. Threshold levels vary based on current weather 

conditions. For instance, in drought situations thresholds will be 

much lower than a year with adequate rain. Check with your 

crop advisor for information on current thresholds. To contact 

us for information or questions concerning aphids, or if you 

would like your fields checked for pests, please call the Croplan 

Center. Our number is (608) 647-8894. We look forward to 

working with you. 

   Vaughn Ramsden 

    Agronomy Sales 

 

PASTURES 
    If you haven't fertilized your pasture yet, now would be a 

good time, or it may be time for a second application. Applying 

fertilizer now will enhance grass growth for summer grazing. 

An additional application in August will give extra growth for 

grazing in the fall, and improve plant health for the winter. 

    Mowing pastures will help control weeds, generates new 

growth of grasses and legumes, and makes better, more 

palatable feeds. Other weed control measures, such as spraying 

weeds, can be used. There are several products available. Make 

sure you use a product labeled for that application and check for 

possible grazing restrictions. If you spray pastures for thistles or 

broadleaves, please keep in mind that you will also kill the 

legumes (clover, alfalfa, trefoil) growing there. 

    Additional information on pasture weed control can be 

obtained by contacting the Croplan Center at 647-8894. 

 

ROUNDUP READY ALFALFA UPDATE 
    For everyone who is wondering whatôs happening with 

Roundup Ready Alfalfa, hereôs a little update. The Judge for the 

case heard all the input from the involved parties. He is taking 

the matter under consideration and is expected to make a timely 

decision concerning the matter before fall seeding begins. 

 

 
Have a Safe and Happy 4 th  

of July from a ll of us at 
Consumers Cooperative of 

Richland County  
 



THINKING ABOUT NEXT WINTER THIS SUMMER 
    Summer is here and we hope you are all enjoying it. I know 

you donôt want to be thinking about your winter heating fuel 

needs, but the prepay and budget programs again proved to be a 

great value during the past heating season. We will be sending 

out information on these programs in late July or early August. 

Consider these programs, as they are a good way to save money. 

Have a great summer. 

   Carroll Clark 

         Energy Center Manager 

 

CARING FOR YOUR LAWN 
    Once you have achieved the perfect lawn you will need to 

maintain it to keep it beautiful and healthy. Mowing is the most 

misunderstood part of lawn care, and almost always done 

incorrectly, because we mow our lawns too short. Each grass 

type has a proper height range that it is to be mowed at. If cut at 

the proper height grass will be healthier, look better, and most 

importantly last longer. The higher you mow the deeper the 

roots, and therefore the less you will need to water. Once your 

lawn is established it makes sense to maintain it, and take a little 

time to keep it watered properly. 

    Newly seeded lawns need to be managed correctly to become 

the lush grass you desire. Watering new seeding is especially 

important. New seeding should be watered daily or even twice a 

day until the grass about 3ǌ tall. At this point you can mow the 

new seeding with a new blade. 

    Fertilizing the grass does more than just make it green, of 

course it will make it grow too, but lots of things happen when 

you fertilize. Fertilizing when planting will increase seedling 

stand. It makes the grass thicker, greener and healthier. Most 

lawns will benefit from four fertilizer applications a year. Spring 

fertilizer gets the grass a fast start, giving you that rich green 

color everyone wants. Controlling weeds in a new, or existing, 

lawn is vital to the overall appearance of the lawn. 

    A beautiful lawn gets most of its good looks from the fact that 

it is smooth with no weeds sticking up above the turf. There are 

two types of weed control, pre-emergent and post-emergent. 

Pre-emergent controls weeds before they germinate and come 

up. Post-emergent kills existing weeds. One reason homeowners 

become discouraged with doing their own weed control is that 

they use the wrong weed killer for the type of weeds they are 

trying to control. Good control is achieved only when you use 

the right product for the type of weed youôre controlling applied 

at the right time. A good program for weed control involves 

making the first application of herbicides and fertilizer in early 

spring and the second application about 45 days later. A good 

fertilizer and weed control program is an investment and should 

be applied properly to get the best results. That is why the Grand 

Rental Station has certified applicators to get the best results for 

your lawn. Call for a free estimate, at 608-647-5278. 

   Mary Foege 

          Rental Store Manager 

MORE SOYBEANS WITH MAX-IN 
    Foliar feeding soybeans may be the answer to higher yields. 

Max-in for Soybeans from Agriliance is a secondary 

micronutrient product with Mannitol. Mannitol is a naturally 

occurring plant growth hormone that helps the plant set more 

pods. Foliar feeding your beans with Max-in just before, or 

during, flowering will enhance flowering and pod set. Studies 

have shown up to a 7-bushel per acre increase when beans have 

been foliar fed with Max-in.  

    Max-in can also be applied with Roundup. Approximate cost 

is about $5.00/acre, which means you only need about a one 

bushel/acre increase to offset the cost of the Max-in. If you have 

any questions about Max-in for Soybeans, please call the 

Croplan Center.  

   Vaughn Ramsden 

    Agronomy Sales 

 

MICRONUTRIENTS AND ALFALFA 
Micronutrients will increase tonnage, feed quality and stand life. 

The two most important micronutrients are sulfur and boron. 

Sulfur should be applied at a minimum of 20#/ac/year. Boron 

should be applied at a minimum of 1#/ac/year. Both of these 

rates will vary depending on dry matter tons harvested each 

year. More aggressive cutting schedules that remove higher 

tons/ac should have more than the minimums of sulfur and 

boron applied. 

    Foliar feeding is also a good way to get quick response to 

micronutrients. However, foliar feeding does not replace 

broadcast applications of sulfur and boron and should be used in 

addition to broadcast applications. Foliar feeding with Max-In 

for Alfalfa has been shown to increase tonnages. In several side-

by-side tests, Max-In applications also shown an average 

increase of 15 points in relative feed quality. Foliar feeding 

micronutrients with Max-In when spraying new seeding for 

weeds has also shown greatly reduced effects on new seeding 

growth. Foliar feeding allows the seeding to more quickly 

metabolize the herbicides, which greatly reduces the recovery 

period after application. Seeing is believing, and doing this in a 

side-by-side in your fields will help you understand what I am 

talking about. Plan to do a comparison in your fields this year 

and we will show you what this can produce for you. 

   Steve Marr 

  Certified Crop Advisor 

 

CUSTOM SPRAYING 
    Call Consumers Cooperative for all your crop spraying needs 

on corn, soybeans, and alfalfa. Our Certified Crop Advisors can 

help you make the correct decisions for you operation. Call us 

for timely service to help keep weeds and insects from costing 

you money. 

 

 

 


