
It’s that time again when there have 

been many hours spent by exhibitors 

preparing to impress the judges with 

their projects and exhibits. 

Consumers Cooperative always supports 

the fair by helping livestock exhibitors 

with advice on preparing their project 

animals, and by sponsoring many of the 

events with trophies, ribbons and dona-

tions. We also have been a major con-

tributor to the meat animal sale and en-

courage everyone to get involved and 

show their support to the individuals 

who have spent hours preparing their 

projects. 

As we have for the past 27 years, Con-

sumers Co-op will offer free breakfast to 

exhibitors and their families on Friday 

and Saturday mornings. 

Come out and enjoy the Richland County 

Fair. Your continued support is impor-

tant to its success. 

Jim Husnik 

General Manager 
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Consumers  Connect ion  

Stibbe Retires... 
I’m sure Jerry Stibbe could spend hours 

telling stories about Consumers Coopera-

tive, fellow employees, and customers. 

After 43 years, Jerry has cho-

sen to retire and enjoy some 

well deserved leisure time at 

home with family and friends. 

In this day and age, it is pretty 

remarkable for an individual to 

spend his entire career with 

one company. Over the years, Jerry has 

seen many changes at the Cooperative 

and with the agriculture industry. His 

commitment and reliability have played 

an important role in the 

success of Consumers Co-

operative and has helped 

us to prepare for the fu-

ture. 

All of us at Consumers 

Cooperative extend our 

best wishes for a fulfilling retirement. 

 
Good luck to everyone at the 

County Fair! 
From all of  us at Consumers 

Cooperative of  Richland 
County.  



There is still lots of work to finish in the remaining 

months before the annual audit. As usual, account re-

ceivables are still high due to spring purchases and we 

would like to see these receivables brought current by 

the end of the fiscal year. Many of you still have some 

carryover balances from last seasons heating fuels. Time 

is getting short as the new heating season is just around 

the corner and we expect the old balances paid before 

new heating fuel can be charged out. Those of you who 

prepaid fuel took advantage of a good 

price and have your fuel prices locked 

in and also those who chose the 

budget monthly payment plan can 

level out fuel costs over the next ten 

months. Both are great programs for 

some peace of mind with cold weather 

not too far off. 

Most of our Cardtrol customers are 

adjusting payments to cover the 

higher price of petroleum products charged at Express 

Pump24. It doesn’t take long to build up a rather large 

balance owed and so it is important to plan how you are 

going to pay for the product charged. As a reminder, all 

of our customers are eligible for a 3 cent per gallon 

credit off the retail price on Express Pump24 purchases. 

The credit is given to those customers who do not have a 

past due balance on their account. The credit is given at 

the end of the month and shows up on your monthly 

statement. 

We want to thank all patrons 

who have used your Co-op’s 

products and services. Many of 

you are able to pay your account 

promptly each month and you 

get a special thanks from all at 

the Cooperative. 

News From the Energy Center 
By Carroll Clark, Energy Center Manager 

October 31st Ends Consumers Co-Op Fiscal Year 
By Arnie Pharo, Credit Manager 

1. Optimum power for increased productivity 

2. Better fuel economy 

3. Quicker engine starts, faster warm-up time 

4. Generate less smoke and burn fuel more efficiently 

5. Reduced maintenance costs 

6. Reduced input cost per acre 

7. Backed by the Total Protection Plan™ Warranty 

The exclusive additives in Ruby Fieldmaster™ work 

together with a high-quality base fuel for maximum 

power and longer engine life: 

1. High cetane for quicker, more fuel-efficient starts 

2. Aggressive detergents clean the fuel system and  

    maintain clean injectors. 

3. Friction-reducing agents reduce wear on the fuel 

    pump 

4. Demulsifiers reduce moisture-related problems by 

    preventing water from going through the fuel system 

5. Corrosion inhibitors prevent corrosion and rust  

    formation inside the fuel pump 

6. Stabilizers prevent gum and varnish buildup, which 

    can clog filters and varnish buildup, which can clog  

    filters and collect in the fuel pump and injector. 

Cenex Propane 

Choosing a local propane supplier offers many benefits. 

We want to be your local source of efficient, clean-

burning propane. 

Our trained delivery people visually inspect the outside 

portion of your system each time they fill your tank. Our 

automatic delivery program simplifies your life by pro-

viding you with continuous comfort without having to 

check your tank. Best of all, if you ever need repair ser-

vice, we’re right here in town. 

Many companies sell propane for home heating. How-

ever, we think of our customers as our neighbors, which 

means we don’t want you to have any problems what-so-

ever with your fuel supply. 

Ruby Fieldmaster™ 

Using diesel-powered Ag equipment is a long-term in-

vestment. It makes good economic sense to protect and 

maintain your engine with a high-quality diesel fuel—

one that’s formulated for the rugged demands of agricul-

tural equipment. Ruby Fieldmaster™ Premium Ag 

Diesel Fuel is uniquely formulated to keep your 

equipment in top shape. 

Using Ruby Fieldmaster™ in your diesel equipment 

provides many benefits including: 
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“As a reminder, all of our customers are eligible for a 

3 cent per gallon credit off the retail price on Express 

Pump24 purchases.” 



We are pleased to share the great news that our store, 

Boaz Country Store, has achieved the Cenex® Circle of 

Pride Award!! This award recognizes top Cenex stores 

that have attained outstanding levels of customer ser-

vice and cleanliness. 

At the heart of the Circle of Pride 

Award is an independent mystery shop-

per evaluation of our customer service, 

cleanliness, and overall appearance. A 

Rating of 98% or higher must be 

achieved for the locations to be consid-

ered for the distinction. 

Of the 1,600 Cenex sites, we were one 

of the top performing stores who met 

these requirements. This is Boaz Coun-

try Store’s Third consecutive year as a Circle of Pride 

winner.  

We are extremely proud of our entire staff and our com-

munity, since we draw from our neighbors to find such 

dedicated and service-oriented people. We are excited, 

proud and pleased to see the efforts of our people recog-

nized for the work ethic they bring to our store. We 

strive for excellence and they support us wholeheart-

edly. Thank you to EVERYONE 

who has helped make this award 

possible. 

We look forward to another suc-

cessful year in 2009, and wel-

come everyone to stop by, con-

gratulate our employees and ex-

perience our Circle of Price Ser-

vice. 

 

Boaz Country Store Joins the Cenex® Circle of Pride 
By Ann Gerner, Store Manager 

Iron and manganese contamination may 

have their greatest impact on animal performance 

by decreasing water palatability as these 

minerals cause a bitter or stringent taste. 

Nitrates may cause reproductive fail-

ure, depressed growth in young stock, and 

result in poorer oxygen carrying capacity of 

the blood. 

Generally, sulfates have a laxative ef-

fect on livestock, thus reducing feed effi-

ciency and performance. Identification of the type of 

sulfate in water will determine the type of treat-

ment system required. Hydrogen sulfate is the most 

toxic of sulfates and may reduce water intake. 

Sulfur sulfates may also affect copper and selenium 

absorption thus creating a need for adjustments in 

supplemental levels. 

Before you invest in water treatment equipment of a 

new water supply, retest the water and also check with 

a reputable water treatment specialist. 

I want to thank everyone that attended the Co-Op Beef 

Meeting. Also don’t forget corn chipper day September 

10, 2008 at the Croplan Center. 

Everyone in the feed department wishes you a safe har-

vest season and we look forward to working with you in 

the up coming months. 

It’s hard to believe that the fall harvest season is just 

around the corner. Don’t forget to use 

a preservative to help preserve your 

corn silage and high moisture corn 

crop. We also have a large selection of 

Up North Silage bags and bunker cov-

ers. 

Good quality water is essential for all 

species of livestock. With the exception 

of oxygen, water is the single most 

important nutrient for livestock. Animals need a plenti-

ful supply of good, clean water for normal digestion and 

metabolism (including fermentation), proper flow of feed 

through the intestinal tract, proper nutrient absorption, 

normal blood volume and tissue requirements.  

However, water quantity and quality are often ignored 

or taken for granted on many livestock operations. Good 

quality water can be defined by a number of factors in-

cluding taste, smell, turbidity, electrical conductivity 

and presence or absence of bacteria and other harmful 

substances. A routine water analysis, at least twice a 

year, may help identify potential contaminants and the 

need for water treatment or change of water source. 

There are many potential water problems. 

Water contaminated with coliform bacteria may be 

detrimental to both humans and livestock. Isolation 

and elimination of the site of contamination is rec-

ommended. 

“With the exception of oxygen, 

water is the single most 

important nutrient for livestock.” 
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New from The Feed Department 
By Bill Tracy, Feed Department Manager 



Maximizing dry matter recovery and reducing spoilage 

in corn silage means more high-nutrient forage is avail-

able at feedout. Land O'Lakes Feed Biomax® 5 brand 

microbial inoculant improves the storage characteristics 

and dry matter recovery of corn silage by initiating rapid 

fermentation under a variety of conditions. Kemin® Si-

lage SAVOR® brand preservative prevents nutrient loss 

and improves silage quality by reducing pH to optimize 

fermentation and prevent heating. 

Greater dry matter (DM) recovery means more silage is 

available at feedout for a greater return on your forage 

investment. Preserving corn silage with Biomax 5 brand 

microbial inoculant protects nutrient levels and dry mat-

ter recovery in corn silage. It adds up to more effective 

feeding programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of using Biomax 5 in corn silage 

Increased nutrient availability 

Greater dry matter recovery 

Longer bunk life due to lower forage tempera-

ture 

Less spoilage and reduced waste 

Better palatability for increased dry matter in-

take 

Optimize fermentation with Silage SAVOR® 

brand preservative! 

Silage SAVOR prevents nutrient loss and improves 

silage and haylage quality by reducing pH to optimize 

fermentation. Silage SAVOR uses a blend of organic 

acids and antioxidants to inhibit the growth of molds 

and detrimental bacteria. By controlling fermentation 

and reducing heating, Silage SAVOR helps to minimize 

nutrient loss and prevent costly spoilage in both silage 

and haylage. 

Book your Corn Silage Inoculants and/or Pre-

servatives by our Corn Chipper Day and pick it 

up there and receive an additional discount! 

Call Joe, Kory or Amanda TODAY! 

On a personal note:  I got married in July to Jason Lin-

scheid from Cobb, WI so my new name is Amanda Lin-

scheid!  

well-calibrated applicator. 

Fill silo as quickly as possible, distribute forage 

evenly, then level and pack silage well. 

Cover and securely seal silo. 

During daily feedout, remove recommended amount 

of silage from the unloading face and keep bunker 

face even. 

Clean feed bunks regularly. 

Manage TMR to prevent heating between feedings. 

Make sure the silo structure is in good condition, 

free from cracks, holes and poorly fitting doors. 

Make sure bunker silos have a good base. 

Harvest crops at recommended maturity and mois-

ture content. 

Chop forage at the optimum length. 

Use a bacterial silage inoculant for more efficient 

fermentation. Apply at recommended rates using a 

Time To Be Thinking About Corn Silage Inoculants & Preservatives! 
By Amanda (Daniels) Linscheid, Dairy Production Specialist 
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Checklist For Effective Silage and TMR Management 
By Amanda (Daniels) Linscheid, Dairy Production Specialist 

 



Synchronized Nutrition goal is to improve rumen fer-

mentation consistency and increase herd output by coor-

dinating the ruminal starch and NDF digestibility of 

identified and tested grains and corn silage sources. 

Why Synchronized Nutrition? Starch digested in the 

rumen is a major driver of milk production. But, too 

much starch digested in the rumen can cause a shift of 

energy towards body fat deposition, decrease DMI and 

reduce NDF digestibility. Two major factors control the 

amount of rumen available starch, 1) Amount fed and 2) 

Rate that the starch degrades in the rumen influence by 

the following factors grain type, growing season, grain 

moisture, processing and dry matter intake. 

Nutritional recommendations and feeding programs can 

be put together based on results of proprietary tests and 

synchronizing the correct feedstuffs for optimum rumen 

results. Synchronized Nutrition does this by manipu-

lating ration ingredients to supply the rumen with a 

level of available starch that will optimize milk produc-

tion. 

Synchronized Nutrition benefits the dairyman by hav-

ing a better dietary formulation leading to more consis-

tent nutrition—day-to-day and year-to-year. 

The way of the future is through setting up a good 

sound program that does the following things on your 

farm. Better forage management and better grain 

management leading to better ration recommenda-

tions.  

To find out more about Synchronized Nutrition contact 

one of your Certified Ration Advisors at Consumers 

Cooperative at 608-647-6173. 

reduce hoof health problems, increase reproduction, in-

crease response during heat stress, and reduce the risk 

of over supplementation.  

Ask a member of the feed team at Consumers Coopera-

tive about the new mineral line. 

Beef Meeting A Success 

On July 9, 2008, Consumers Cooperative had their An-

nual Beef Meeting at the Richland County Fairgrounds. 

The meeting was well attended with over 40 people at-

tending. The topics covered at the meeting were, how to 

finish beef with $7.00 corn, ways to properly fit and 

show beef cattle, how to add value to your beef, and the 

night ended with an open discus-

sion led by Brian McCulloh of 

Woodhill Farms. The lead 

speaker of the evening was Chad 

Zehnder, Land O’Lakes Beef Spe-

cialist. 

A thanks to everyone who at-

tended!! 

New Mineral Line Available Soon 

The nutrients needed to increase milk production, main-

tain health of the animal, and improve rate of gain have 

changed over time just as the mineral uptake by forages 

have changed. Because of that, Consumers Cooperative 

and Land O’Lakes, Inc. have developed a new line of 

minerals which will become available this fall. A few key 

points of the new minerals are: 

Provide balanced nutrition for increased growth and 

earlier sexual maturity 

Increased levels of cobalt, an essential trace element 

for proper B12 production 

Organic sources of minerals significantly increases 

the availability 

High levels of vitamins A, D, and 

E for improved health and per-

formance 

High levels of selenium and vita-

min E in dry cow minerals. 

 

Another benefit of the new minerals 

will be the choice of having Zinpro Per-

formance Minerals included in the 

mineral mix. Zinpro minerals have 

been shown in numerous scientific 

studies to improve milk production, 

Synchronized Nutrition 
By Joe McDonald, Livestock Production Specialist 
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News From the Desk of Kory... 
By Kory Duerst, Livestock Specialist 



Consumers Co-op Cares Walk with G.R.A.C.E. Team 

would like to thank everyone who supported our fund 

raisers this year. We sold brats and filled L.P. tanks at 

the appreciation day at the Grand Rental. We sold Wis-

consin Jackets and a NASCAR Jacket. The feed Center 

sponsored a Tractor Ride in the Country and are plan-

ning another one for next year. The Energy Center spon-

sored the melting of our snow pile behind the office and 

the Boaz Country Store sponsored a car wash in con-

junction with their Customer Appreciation day. We sold 

cookies again this year and our pie day as again success-

ful. We had 98 pies. Our pie bakers were Paula Bruck-

ner, Jane Husnik, Mary Ann Metz, Ann Gerner, Rita 

Tracy, Rita Nelson, Judy Dalberg, Mary Foege, Diana 

Michek, Crystal Tyo, Judy Shadewald, and Mary 

Hauser. 

 

Our team members include Bill Tracy, Jim Husnik, 

Crystal Tyo, Judy Shadewald, Mary Hauser, Jerry An-

near, Diana Michek, Barb Pauls, Amanda and Jason 

Linscheid, Lori Fitzgibbons, Al Beatty, Carroll and 

Shirley Clark, Mary Foege, Greg Ballweg and Dick 

Hauser.  

 

We raised $10,041!! Thank you again! 

8 Cents 
That’s all the corn in a box of corn flakes today.  

 

Corn and other commodi-

ties have little to do with 

the retail cost of grocer-

ies! Rising oil prices 

impact food prices 3x 

more than corn. 

 

Livestock is our #1 mar-

ket for corn. Chickens 

eat less than 2 cents of 

corn per egg, dairy cows 

about 15 cents of corn 

per gallon of milk and 

less that 18 cents of corn 

goes into a 1/4-lb burger. 

 

Cornõs Impact on Retail Food Prices: Five Truths 

 

1. Despite rising food prices, food in the United States 

Consumers Co-op Cares Walk With G.R.A.C.E 
By Mary Hauser & Judy Shadewald, the Cookie and Pie Ladies 
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Affordable, Plentiful Corn… 
By Greg Ballweg, Agronomy Department Manager 

Appreciation Day at Grand Rental Station 

Pie Day 2008                             Tractor Ride in the Country 

Pie Day 2008                             Tractor Ride in the Country 

remains an affordable part of the family budget. 

 

2. Food price increases are overall stable. 

 

3. Farm products such as corn are a small part of the 

food bill. 

 

4. Corn is an inexpensive food ingredient. 

 

5. We have production and supply to meet all corn de-

mands. 

 

Did you know 1 bushel of corn produces 2.8 gallons of 

ethanol and  18 pounds of livestock feed? Wisconsin corn 

growers are producing food, fuel and feed! 

 

For a copy of this poster, for handouts, stickers for cereal 

boxes, and other information on the truth about food, 

fuel and farm prices go online to wicorn.org or call the 

WCGA office at 262-495-2232. 

 

 



Winter Wheat & Rye 

We have high yield varieties including 8309 and 8302, 

which are shorter straw varieties. For a taller straw va-

riety we have 8614 available. The 8302 variety is 

bearded for those who prefer bearded wheat. We also 

have Winter Rye available for your silage or cover crop 

needs. Please order early to ensure availability! 

It is important to manage your wheat fields carefully to 

obtain high yields. Based on manure 

applications and crop rotation, it will 

be necessary to apply proper amounts 

of potassium, phosphate, and nitro-

gen to maximize yield. Plant popula-

tion and weed control are also very 

important for optimum yield. Fungi-

cides may also need to be applied to 

protect your yield potential. Call the 

Croplan Center to customize your 

Crop Management Plan. 

Nutrient Management/590 Plans 

Consumers Cooperative has 2 CCA’s on staff and are 

registered to do your 590 plans. Call the Croplan Center 

with your planning needs at 647-8894 or toll free at 1-

866-470-6136. Soil Sampling should be done ASAP to 

ensure they are available to do a 590 Plan this winter. 

Soil Sampling 

Call and sign up for soil sampling this fall. Soil samples 

should be taken of the whole farm every three years. 

Fall soil samples will enable you to apply aglime this fall 

and have a fertility plan in place on your farm for next 

spring. Soil samples will reveal where and what your 

fertility needs are and may keep you from applying ex-

cess lime or fertilizer where they are not needed. Plan 

early to have samples done for 590 plans. 

Grain Drying 

Consumers Co-op will e mailing new grain policies to 

producers in the near future for 2008 drying season. We 

may adjust the charges for storage, drying, and hauling 

for this fall. We will be offering a discount for corn 

brought in early for drying. The early drying discount 

will help offset the extra drying cost for the higher mois-

ture corn. This will also shorten lines to unload later in 

November. More details will be included in the grain 

policy which will be sent out in September. 

Grain Storage 

Please call the Croplan Center 

or Grain Plant to reserve room 

for your feed storage this fall. 

Storage space is very limited. 

We encourage you to call and 

reserve space early to make sure 

it is available when you need it. 

Grain Hauling 

Grain hauling will be done in the order the jobs are 

called in. Jobs will be scheduled ahead as much as pos-

sible. Schedules may change due to weather and the 

amount of time each job takes. Hauling to the grain 

plant will take precedence over hauling farm to farm. 

Mark Your Calendar For Plot Day 

Consumers Cooperative will host a Plot day on Thurs-

day, September 25, 2008. Plot day events will be held 

at Unbehaun Acres owned by Allen and David Unbe-

haun. The farm is located on the west side of Hwy 14, 

just north of Vetesnik’s. Lunch will be served from 11:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Plan to attend for more information on 

the latest corn varieties offered from Croplan genetics 

and DeKalb by Consumers Cooperative. 

selective herbicides, such as Roundup or Liberty. Ide-

ally, a pre-emerge product is used with the option of 

coming back with Roundup or Liberty to clean up any 

crabgrass or other weeds that emerge. 

This also applies to growers who are digging up alfalfa 

fields in the spring instead of spraying them. By the 

time perennial grasses have re-grown enough to spray, 

enough heat units will have been accrued that crabgrass 

has emerged and control will be a concern. 

Roundup Ready or Liberty Link corn hybrids should be 

considered for planting in these situations so that good 

control of perennial grasses , as well as crabgrass, can be 

achieved. 

This fall when you are making seed order decisions, take 

into consideration what your weed control program will 

be next year. Large and smooth crabgrass have become 

a major problem on many area farms. Over the past few 

years more and more growers have decided to use post-

emerge products, such as Accent, Accent Gold, and 

Steadfast. None of these products will provide good post-

emerge control of crabgrass. The best way to control 

large and smooth crabgrass is the pre-emerge products, 

such as Harness or Dual II Magnum, etc. or with non-

News From the Croplan Center… 
By Greg Ballweg, Agronomy Dept. Mgr. 

Plan Your Weed Control Now 
By Steve Marr, Certified Crop Advisor 
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Mark your calendar for 

WHOLE PLANT CORN CHIPPER DAY 

Consumers Cooperative Croplan Center 

Wednesday, September 10, 2008 

3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Serving food from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 



Corn Root Work (CRW) hybrids are still the best option 

for corn rootworm control in corn on corn acres. Last 

winter had very little frost in the 

ground, and it is probable that 

many  rootworm eggs survived to 

feed on roots this year. Lodging 

corn plants are visible now. A 

short walk through your corn 

fields may quickly tell you if you 

have a rootworm problem in your 

fields. Rootworm feeding can cost 

you yield well before you can see 

lodging in your fields. If you do 

not see lodged plants, dig up 

some roots and you will be able to 

see how much rootworm feeding 

has occurred. You can be sure 

that if there is rootworm feeding, 

you have lost yield.  

Consumers Cooperative has the 

expertise and corn varieties to help you solve your root-

worm problems. We will be happy to help you do the 

root digs and assess root feeding. We 

will also be able to help you choose 

corn hybrids to fit your soil and crop 

rotations. 

Call us today for advice on choosing 

the proper hybrids for your crop prac-

tices. Increase your yields and prevent 

crop lodging through better seed 

choices. Contact Steve or Greg at 647-

8894 or 1-866-470-6136. 

More Croplan News... 

Corn Root Worm Varieties 
By Steve Marr, Certified Crop Advisor 

Tired of Asian Beetles and Box Elder Bugs? 
Asian Beetles have become an annoying pest the last 

few years. In the fall they congregate everywhere. Luck-

ily, they can be controlled! 

Tempo and Demon are available at the Croplan Center. 

Both are very effective for control of these 

pests at an economical price. They also 

control other pests such as spiders, silver 

fish, earwigs and fleas. Both products are 

labeled for use indoors and outdoors and 

have excellent residual effects, so one ap-

plication will last for two weeks. 

Tempo and Demon are available at the Croplan Center, 

The Richland Center Mill and the Grand Rental Station. 

Please stop by or call if you need more information on 

either of these products. 

Early Forage Alternatives 

Early forage options for next spring, Winter Rye, Winter 

Wheat and Fall Triticale can be planted alone or seeded 

into and existing alfalfa field for early Forge next spring. 

Fall Triticale will also yield more than Winter Wheat 

with excellent quality and Forage characteristics. Also 

Italian Rye seeded early in spring can give good yields 

and quality. 

Farm Plan Financing Available 

Seasonal financing runs from now through October 31, 

2008 with balance due December 2008 at Prime - 2%. 

Purchase your seed, fertilizer, chemicals, 

feed and fuel on our Seasonal Preferred 

Account at current charge prices. 

Regular Financing Program is also avail-

able for your Day-to-Day purchases with a 

monthly statement on your Regular Pre-

ferred Account at Prime +1.75% at this 

time.  

Fall Roundup 
 

Now is the time to decide what fields need to be sprayed 

this fall. If you take a late cutting of hay, you many not 

get enough regrowth to spray later. Quack grass should 

be 6” tall and Orchard and Brome grass should be 11” to 

12” tall to get a good kill. 

 

Do you have hay fields that are going to be corn next 

year? Do you want to re-seed any fields next spring? Are 

you going to do fall or spring tillage of hay fields? If you 

answered yes to any of these questions, you should con-

sider spraying Roundup this fall. For more information 

call the Croplan Center at 647-8894 or 1-866-470-6136. 
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Pictured here are the roots of one hybrid with CRW and next to 

it the same variety with insecticide. The difference in root mass is 

evident, as is the difference in plant health and grain fill. 

2009 Farm Plan Program to be 

announced at a later date. 



Each year most crop producers spend considerable time 

selecting the right corn and soybean varieties-but what 

about alfalfa? Alfalfa seed may not seem very exciting, 

but if you consider the differences between genetics and 

their performance, it should demand your attention! 

Current alfalfa varieties can offer you a wide menu to 

choose from, why not take advantage? After all, you 

aren’t using the same animal genetics today that you did 

a few years ago. Historically, both public and private 

variety tests show at least a 1 ton per acre yield differ-

ence from the low-end variety to the high end. That sta-

tistic does not take into account the difference in forage 

quality, stand longevity, or disease resistance. On the 

farm, it’s nearly impossible for a grower to notice that 

one-ton yield difference spread out over three or four 

cuttings each year, but it’s there! Sit down and talk with 

your crop advisor for facts and information about alfalfa 

seed. An uninformed alfalfa seed decision you casually 

make today could negatively influence your yield for at 

least three years.  

Lack of performance costs money. Money-wise, if good 

quality alfalfa hay is worth $200/ton., thatõs a $600 per 

acre decision! That translates into a decision 

worth $1,800 per bag of seed purchased. 

The range between the lowest priced alfalfa seed on the 

market, and the highest priced, is $80—$100/bag. If you 

divide the cost over three acres, the difference in ex-

pense winds up being about $30/acre. Could you invest 

$30 for a $600 return? Don’t forget, your fixed costs for 

land expense and machinery remain the same, regard-

less of your forage yield. You only make this seed selec-

tion about three times each decade. Let’s make it count! 

 

ability and increased ground speeds not only 

make mowing more fun, it can also cut your 

mowing time in half! Cutting the grass does-

n’t have to be a job! Enjoy the ride on a Dixon 

ZTR. 

For more information on the Dixon ZTR, con-

tact Mary at the Grand Rental Station for all 

the details! 

Dixon pioneered the Zero Turning Radius, or ZTR, 

concept in 1974, revolutionizing the way homeown-

ers and professional landscapers alike cut grass. 

Dixon engineers have spent the last 30 years listen-

ing to and anticipating the needs of our customers, 

making continuous advancements to the ZTR line. 

Dixon mowers provide one of the most comfortable 

and fun rides on the market. Zero-turn maneuver-

Anthracnose Alert 
By Steve Marr, Certified Crop Advisor 

Seed Alfalfa Next Year? 
By Steve Marr, Certified Crop Advisor 

Dixon ZTR The Driving Force in Mowers For Over 30 Years 
By Mary Foege, Grand Rental Station Store Manager 

 will move into the stalks after pollination. All corn on 

corn acres should be monitored for progress of this dis-

ease. If at anytime the base of the stalk can be collapsed 

by squeezing it by hand, those fields should be harvested 

before lodging occurs resulting in lost yield. 

Assuming Anthracnose will affect stalk quality, expect 

to harvest grain earlier and at higher mois-

tures. Fields to be harvested for dry grain 

will have a higher risk for lodging than 

those harvested for high moisture grain and 

silage. 

Call the Croplan Center to have an assess-

ment of your fields done to determine 

proper harvest timing. 

Excessively wet conditions this spring created ideal con-

ditions to allow diseases to infect the corn crop. Espe-

cially corn on corn acres. As I scouted fields in early and 

mid-June, I found disease infections on the lower leaves 

of most corn acres. I identified this 

disease to be Anthracnose. This early 

infection of Anthracnose should be a 

big concern. Anthracnose causes stalk 

rot in plants as it develops, which will 

lead to lodging. Infections that start 

on lower leaves  

“If at anytime the base of the 

stalk can be collapsed by 

squeezing it by hand, those fields 

should be harvested before lodging 

occurs resulting in lost yield.” 
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Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 

Consumers Cooperative and Grand Rental Station were extremely 

proud to be a part of such an important event in our community. Grand 

Rental Station had the opportunity to work with the crew from Extreme 

Makeover: Home Edition; we provided tents, tables, chairs and lighting. 

With the cooperation of Cenex Propane, we installed a L.P. tank and 

will provide propane for one year. 

 

Consumers Cooperative of Richland County 

300 S Main Street 

P.O. Box 533 

Richland Center, WI 53556 

CONSUMERS CONNECTION  

ing the equipment they need to complete their project. 

Having the right equipment is critical to the success of 

any project, large or small. Our customers are amazed at 

the broad range of items we have available to rent at the 

Grand Rental Station. It just doesn’t make sense to in-

vest in expensive equipment and take on the burden of 

maintenance, repairs, or 

storage when you can rent 

for a fraction of the cost! 

Stop in and see what we 

have in our store to help you complete your projects! 

The long, hot days of summer are rapidly coming to a 

close and the cooler more colorful days of fall are fast 

approaching. School will be starting soon, and there will 

be fall work to be done in the lawns and gardens. The 

Grand Rental Station has all the necessary equipment 

to get the job done quickly and easily. Bad weather, 

equipment failure and trying to complete a project with-

out the proper equipment are all 

factors that can lead to costly 

downtime added cost and delays 

in completing your project. We 

have tillers, weeders, brush cutters, lawn sweepers, vac-

uums, blowers and mowers to get things spruced up in a 

hurry  so you still have plenty of time to enjoy the cool, 

beautiful days of fall! 

Today more and more homeowners are spending more 

time at home and want to enhance their surroundings. 

The trend in home beautification will continue to be-

come popular as homeowners try to save money on re-

modeling projects. They want to be ensured that they 

will have the equipment they need for specific projects, 

exactly when they need it, and take advantage of rent-

Fall Work is Approaching… 
By Mary Foege, Manager, Grand Rental Station 

Phone: 608/647-6171 

Toll Free: 800/232-1014 

Fax: 608/647-2240 

Email: rccoop@mwt.net 

The Spirit Shows  

Weôre on the WEB at 

Www.ConsumersCooperative.com 


