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Consumers Cooperative welcomed 

180 members to its 73rd annual 

stockholders meeting, March 4th, 

at The Phoenix Center in Richland 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following a noon lunch, the 73rd 

annual meeting was called to order 

by President David Unbehaun. 

After Unbehaunõs opening re-

marks, Secretary Raymond 

Schmitz read the minutes of the  

72nd annual meeting. 

President Unbehaun spoke to the 

membership on the challenges our 

customers and the Cooperative 

faced during the past year. The 

huge price swings and volatility in 

the com-

modity 

markets 

have 

created a 

pendu-

lum 

swing of 

events 

that 

many in 

the industry have labeled as òThe 

Perfect Stormó, and has left every-

one , from the USDA to the farm 

gate, wondering what spring will 

bring this year. Unbehaun empha-

sized that there is one certainty for 

spring, and that is that volatility 

will remain and those working 

close with reputable partners will 

have a opportunity to capture 

positive returns if they have a plan 

and stick to it. 

As General Manager, I had the 

privilege to introduce the $500 

scholarship winners to the mem-

bership. Consumers Cooperative 

awarded 14 scholarships, totaling 

$7,000 to area students. Since the 

Scholarship program was insti-

tuted at the cooperative, $70,000 

has been awarded to 164 students. 

The financial report included high-

lights of the cooperatives opera-

tion.  Consumers Cooperative had 

total sales of $20,765,112; which 

was an increase of $4,222,838 

from the previous year, although 

some of the sales increase was due 

to higher product prices, the coop-

erative had increases in unit vol-

ume in the feed and agronomy 

departments. Total expenses of 

the cooperative increased $626,257 

to a total of $3.37 million. 

The cooperative had a net margin 

after taxes of $1,037,630. This year 

the cooperative will pay a refund 

of 5% on qualified purchases to 

patrons. In the managerõs report I 

also informed the membership of 

improvements to fixed assets that 

were made during the year. The 

total investment in fixed assets was 

$646,499. 

The managers report also went on 
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to stress the involvement that the 

cooperative has in the community 

citing the many organizations that 

we are able to contribute to due 

to the support of our customers. 

Director Ron Kepler announced 

the results of the Board of Direc-

tor election. Jeff Monson, Steve 

Fuller and Brad McCauley were re

-elected to a 3 year term. 

Unbehaun recognized employees 

Judy Shadewald for 10 years of 

service and Mary Hauser for 35 

years of service with the coopera-

tive. 

Jim Husnik 

General Manager 

Jim Husnik, Mary Hauser, Willis Cooper 

(Board director 1955-1979 and Board 

President from 1958-1979) and Dave 

Unbehaun 
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Consumers Cooperative Presented Scholarships to Area Students 

Consumers Cooperative recently selected fourteen individuals to receive scholarships of $500 to help with their continuing education. Since 1989, the 

Cooperative has awarded $70,000 in scholarships to 164 area students. This yearõs recipients are as follows: 

David is the son of Julie and Greg Thering of Plain. David 

attends River Valley High School 

where he participated in Football, 

Track, Skills USA and Forensics. 

David plans on attending UW-

Richland and then transferring to 

UW-Platteville where he plans to 

major in Civil Engineering. 

 

Jessie is the daughter of Greg and Lauren Kellogg of Viola. Jessie 

is a student of Kickapoo High 

School. Jessie has participated 

in Badger Girl State, Basketball, 

Softball, Forensics, Choir and 

was a FFA Officer. She plans 

to major in Pre-Pharmacy at a 

college yet to be determined. 

 

Ben is the son of Mike and Brenda 

Lepke of Viola. Ben is a senior at 

Kickapoo High School Ben has 

participated in several activities 

including but not limited to, Football, 

Basketball, Baseball, Track, FFA, 4-H, 

Match Club, Ski Club, Poultry Club, 

and Student Council. Ben plans on 

majoring in Aerospace Engineering at a 

college yet to be determined. 

 

Mysty is the daughter of Lonnie and Dana Kepler of Viola. 

Mysty currently attends Richland 

Center High School. Mysty has 

participated in many activities 

including but not limited to Key 

Club, Year Book, Senior Executive 

Board, Big Buddy, National Honor 

Society, FFA, Spanish Club and 4-H. 

When Mysty graduates, she plans to 

attend UW-Green Bay where she will 

major in Elementary Education. 

 

 

Nathan is the son of Greg and Debbie 

Noble of Richland Center High School. He 

participated in Football for 4 years, 

Basketball for 2 years and FFA for 2 years. 

After graduation, Nathan wants to major in 

Civil Engineering. He will attend UW-

Richland and then transfer to UW-

Platteville to complete his degree. 

Matthew is the son of Dennis and Virginia 

Hatfield of Viola. Matthew is currently a 

senior at Kickapoo High School. Matthew 

has participated in several activities 

including Basketball, Football, FFA, 4-H 

Treasurer, 4-H Vice-President, Prom 

Committee Class Officer, Captain of the 

Football and Basketball teams and a 

member of other committees and teams. 

Matthew plans on attend UW-Richland in the Fall. 

 

Tim is the son of Steve and Diane Emerson 

of Spring Green. Tim is currently a senior 

at River Valley High School. Tim has 

participated in many activities including but 

not limited to, Football, Wrestling, Baseball, 

Choir, Math Team and Students Against 

Destructive Decisions and several volunteer 

experiences. Tim plans on majoring in 

Business and Law. He will either attend 

UW-Whitewater or Marquette University. 

 

Megan is the daughter of David and Catherine Unbehaun of 

Richland Center. Megan is 

currently a senior at Richland 

Center High School. Megan has 

participated in Band, Choir, Swing 

Choir, Jazz Band, Key Club, 

National Honors Society, Class 

Officer, Volleyball, Softball, FFA 

and several other activities. Megan plans on majoring in Pre-

Pharmacy at Concordia University Wisconsin. 

 

Lauren is the daughter of David and Dawn Welte of Richland 

Center. Lauren currently attends Richland 

Center High School. Lauren has 

participated in Wisconsin High School 

Rodeo, Band, Pep Band, Solo and 

Ensemble, and Marching Band. When 

Lauren graduates, she plans on attending 

UW-River Falls where she will major in 

Animal Science and with an Equine 

emphasis. After graduating UW-River 

Falls she plans on attending veterinary 

school in Madison. 
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Gregg is the son of Eugene and Cheryl Hilby of 

Richland Center. Gregg currently attends Richland 

Center High School where he participates in FFA 

and 4-H. When Gregg graduates, he plans on 

attending Southwest Technical School where he 

will receive a degree as a Agricultural Power and 

Equipment Technician. 

 

Owen is the son of Donald and Sara Heidenreich 

of Richland Center. Owen is a senior at Richland 

Center High School. He has participated in Band, 

Fencing, Track, Cross Country and the Computer 

Club. After graduation, Owen plans on attending 

UW-LaCrosse where he will major in Computer 

Science. 

 

Brittany is the daughter of Shannon and Tammy Clark of Soldiers 

Grove. Brittany attends Kickapoo High School. 

Brittany has participated in many activities 

including but not limited to Volleyball, Softball, 

Choir, Prom and Homecoming Courts, 

Yearbook Staff as well as being a Kindergarten 

Tutor and Teaching Assistant. Brittanyõs plan is 

to attend UW-Richland her first year and then 

transfer to Winona State University where she 

plans to major in Public Relations and Business 

Advertising. 

Kelli is the daughter of Rod and Diana 

Michel of Muscoda. Kelli is a senior at 

Riverdale High School and Valedictorian 

of her class. Kelli has participated in FFA 

all four years, one year as treasurer and 

one as president. She also participated in 

FBLA, Spanish Club, National Honor 

Society, Power Lifting, Softball, Volleyball 

and Cross Country. Kelli will be attending UW-Richland and as has 

yet to decide on a major but has it narrowed to the agricultural field. 

 

Ashley is the daughter of Adam and Ann Durst of Cazenovia. Ashley 

is a senior at Ithaca High School where she 

participates in Cross Country, Basketball, 

Track, Spanish Club and was on Prom 

Court. When she graduates, she plans on 

attend UW-Platteville where she will major 

in Animal Science. 

17th ANNUAL NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK POSTER CONTEST  

This is the 17th year for the National Agriculture Week Poster Contest sponsored by Consumers Cooperative. 412 students from the Richland, River 

Valley, Ithaca, Weston, Eagle and St. Maryõs School Districts all participated. The posters were judged by grade (K-5) on creativity, originality and 

artwork at the Cooperativeõs Annual Meeting. The top two from each grade won. Congratulations to our winners! 

Jefferson School 
Stefania Marroquin 

5th Grade-Mr. Korb-1st Place 
Sydni Coppernoll 

4th Grade-Mrs. Anderson-2nd Place 
Emma Hilleshiem 

4th Grade-Mrs. Anderson-1st Place 

Eagle School 
Alexis Frydenlund 

Kindergarten-Mrs. Jonquist-2nd Place 
Jennifer Jonquist 

2nd Grade-Mrs. Straka-2nd Place 

Jefferson School 
Ciara Rott 

1st Grade-Ms. Anders-2nd Place 
Elena McGowen 

Kindergarten-Ms. Wallace-1st Place  

St. Maryõs School 
Samantha Knoble 

2nd Grade-Miss Urbach-1st Place 
Stacie Pliner 

5th Grade-Mrs. Cooper-2nd Place  

Spring Green School 
Parker Goebel 

1st Grade-Mrs. Sullivan-1st Place 
Haliee McFarland 

3rd Grade-Mrs. Haas-2nd Place 
Maddie Ouimet 

3rd Grade-Mrs. Ferguson-1st Place 



as possible. The spring season 

charges are also adding to what 

we have already on the books. 

So please put us high on your 

list of those to pay.  

The heating season seems to 

be winding down for another 

year. We have more and more 

patrons setting up budget plans 

and taking advantage of prepay 

programs. You will hear more 

about both these programs as 

time goes by. 

As always, we want to thank all 

our customers for their busi-

ness. A special thank you goes 

out to those customers who 

By the time you receive this 

newsletter, the planting of 

crops will be in full swing or 

over in most cases. We have 

had some good rains and now 

could use some drying weather. 

Hopefully most of you made 

credit arrangements with your 

lender early so that your plant-

ing of crops did not get de-

layed. I will need to talk to 

some of you to develop more 

specific payment plans on crop 

inputs charged. 

Account receivables are still 

running very high and so we 

ask for your help in working 

these receivables down as soon 

always seem to find a way to 

have their accounts current at 

month end. 

Soon, the warmer weather of 

late spring and summer will 

arrive. It is a busy season but 

take some time off to enjoy 

with your family and friends. 

 

Arnie Pharo 

Credit Manager 

Credit Notes... 
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The key to any successful for-

age feeding program is to 

properly allocate your forage. 

Compare your forage inventory 

to projected needs and adjust 

forage harvesting and purchas-

ing plans accordingly. For top 

managers this means produc-

ing high yields, capturing the 

best quality when harvesting 

and utilizing feeds in a manner 

to generate more profit for 

Matching Forage Needs to Specific Livestock Needs 

your farming operation. With 

feed cost making up such a 

large portion of the total cost 

in livestock operations, it is 

important to manage your 

quality and quantity of forage 

produced to minimize off-farm 

feed needs. One way to get the 

most out of your forages is to 

treat them with Crop Cure. 

Proper preservation can reduce 

dry matter loss by 50% and 

make 10% more protein avail-

able for digestion. These saving 

can make a significant differ-

ence in a farmõs profitability. 

To learn more about how Crop 

Cure can benefit your forage 

program stop in the Feed Cen-

ter and see myself or Bill. 

Jordan Johnson 

Nutritionist  

 



Cookie Ladies are at it again... 

Pesticide Container Recycling 

From the Boaz Country Store 

Mark August 7th on your 

calendar for Walk With 

GRACE PIE DAY! 

Thank you to all who have 

supported our cookie sale for 

our Consumers Coop Cares 

Walk with GRACE Team. 

Starting May 8th, the Cookie 

Ladies (Mary Hauser and Judy 

Shadewald) will be selling 

Jumbo Chocolate Chip Cook-

ies at the main office every 

other Friday through the end 

of July. 

Cookies will be .75¢ each and 

$9.00 a dozen. All proceeds 

will go to Walk with 

G.R.A.C.E. 

For those of you patrons of 

Cookie Day at the Coopera-

tive, here is a little history for 

you.  

Did you know that the Ladies 

baked 1,607 dozen of cookies 

in the past three years! That 

totals a whopping 19,284 cook-

ies!!! 

Way to go Ladies. Keep up the 

tremendous job!  

Mark your calendars or better 

yetñstop in and smell the 

wonderful aroma. For large 

orders, please call ahead at 647-

6171. Thank you! 

and pick up one of our take 

and bake pizzas, made here 

fresh everyday. We carry 12 

and 14 inch thick or thin piz-

zas, and now we are making an 

apple dessert pizza. We also 

carry fresh subs and a good 

selection of hot and cold 

foods. We have daily specials. 

Tuesdayõs are $1.00 days in our 

Deli.  

Our Feed Store is open 7 days 

a week. We carry a good selec-

tion of feeds for your livestock 

or just your pet. 

Weõre your one stop for all of 

your fast convenience needs. 

We look forward to doing 

business with you! 

Ann Gerner 

Store Manager 

The warm weather is finally 

here. That means itõs time for 

Fishing, Camping, Grilling out 

or just having fun. Weõre your 

one stop for all of your con-

venience needs. We carry live 

bait, cold drinks, charcoal for 

the grills; we also have LP 

tanks for those gas grills!  

On those days that you just 

donõt feel like cooking, stop in 

to 4:00 on June 5th, 19th and 

on July 9th and 16th. 

Mark your calendars! 

Greg Ballweg 

Croplan Center Manager 

Consumers Cooperative will 

sponsor pesticide container 

recycling. We encourage you to 

protect our environment. Only 

plastic containers that are -

triple-rinsed will be accepted. 

Please make sure jugs are clean 

inside and out and remove the 

caps and labels from the jugs. 

Jugs will be accepted from 9:00 
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Grand Rental Station can make 

your summer parties, open 

house, or wedding an enjoyable 

event for you and your guest. 

A tent can make a party a well 

planned event that will be re-

membered for a long time. Put 

a party canopy in your garden, 

in the park, or by a pond. Add 

some food, drink, music and a 

theme to your perfect place to 

create a memorable occasion. 

Parties can take many forms 

through the arrangement and 

design of tables. Good plan-

ning is always necessary, even 

for a very simple design. The 

amount of space available, the 

type of party, and number of 

guests invited, will determine 

the shape and size of tables 

that will be best for your event. 

Our selection of tables will 

provide the perfect setting for 

you. You can also choose from 

the many colors and styles of 

chairs to compliment the 

theme of your special occasion. 

The Grand Rental Station can 

help you make your wedding a 

special day for everyone to 

remember. We have candela-

bras, a unity candleholder, 

wedding arches, and even 

champaign fountains for rent. 

Stop in and see what we have 

available for your wedding and 

party needs. Hope to see you 

soon! 

Mary Foege 

Grand Rental Station 

Manager  

Call Consumers Cooperative 

for your entire crop spraying 

needs. Our Certified Crop Ad-

visors can help you make the 

correct decision for your op-

eration. 

Call us for timely service to 

help keep weeds and insects 

from costing you money. 

Let Us Help You Plan Your Next Event... 

Custom Spraying 

to the plan when it needs it 

most. 

At Consumers Cooperative, we 

have liquid and dry fertilizer 

applicators available for 30 or 

38 inch row spacing. Both do 

an excellent job of placing Ni-

trogen where you need it most. 

Urea and 28% can be impreg-

nated with Agrotain or Nu-

trisphere-N. Please feel free to 

call the Croplan Center for 

more information at 608-647-

8894 or toll free 1-866-470-

6136. 

Greg Ballweg 

Croplan Center Manager 

Side Dress Nitrogen 

Side dressing Nitrogen is a 

good way to increase your corn 

yields without spending more 

money on fertilizer. Nitrogen 

can leach in most soil types. 

Heavy rains may push Nitro-

gen down below the root zone 

of the plant. Split-applying 

Nitrogen will minimize leach-

ing of Nitrogen early, and 

make more Nitrogen available 

June Haymakers Special 

June is Dairy month and is 

also time for our 

Haymakers Special. From 

now until June 30, 2009 

enjoy $1.00/acre off on 

custom spreading or 

$5.00/ton off with the 

rental of a spreader for all 

alfalfa fertilizer. Call 

ahead to make 

arrangements for prompt, 

professional custom 

spreading, or delivery of a 

fertilizer spreader, and 

take advantage of our 

haymakers special. 
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Deworming Cattle in the Spring 

Micronutrients and Alfalfa 

More Soybeans with Max-In 

The harmful effects of cattle 

parasites are difficult to detect 

visually, as cattle parasitism is 

often subclinical disease. Inter-

nal parasites reduce cattle ap-

petite and feed intake. Parasites 

cause disease and inflammation 

of the stomach and intestinal 

tissue, resulting in poor nutri-

ent absorption. Calves infected 

with parasites have a weakened 

immune system that is unable 

to respond effectively to vacci-

nation programs or fight off 

respiratory challenges. 

Spring rains and warmer tem-

peratures are ideal conditions 

for growing grass. However, 

these conditions also begin the 

cycle of parasite infection as 

worm larvae in the pasture are 

ingested by grazing cattle. The 

ingested larvae become egg 

laying adults, seeding pastures 

with more worm eggs, result-

ing in increased levels of para-

sitism throughout the grazing 

season. 

A proper strategic deworming 

program, including deworming 

at spring turnout and again at 

midsummer, can break the 

parasite life cycle on the pas-

ture, minimizing the re-

infection and assuring im-

proved overall herd health and 

performance. 

These are powerful findings 

that strongly support the prac-

tice of consistent, strategic 

deworming regardless of visi-

ble signs of parasite infections. 

Timing your deworming pro-

gram for the peak parasite in-

fection period, spring and mid-

summer, breaks the chain of 

parasite populations both in 

the cattle and on the pasture, 

which leads to healthier, hun-

grier cattle. The financial bene-

fits of increased pregnancy 

rates and heavier weaning 

weights will help you achieve 

your business goals. 

Bill Tracy 

Feed Center Manager 

flowering and pod set. Studies 

have shown up to a 7-bushel 

per acre increase when beans 

have been foliar fed with Max-

In. 

Max-In can also be applied 

with Roundup. Approximate 

cost is about $5.00/acre, which 

means you only need about a 

½ bushel/acre increase to off-

set the cost of the Max-In for 

Soybeans. Please call the 

Croplan Center for more infor-

mation. 

 

Steve Marr 

Certified Crop Advisor 

Foliar feeding soybeans may be 

the answer to higher yields. 

Max-in for Soybeans from 

WinField Solutions is a micro-

nutrient product with Manni-

tol. Mannitol is a naturally oc-

curring plant growth hormone 

that helps the plant set more 

pods. Foliar feeding your beans 

with Max-In just before, or 

during, flowering will enhance 

remove higher tons/ac should 

have more than the minimums 

of sulfur and boron applied. 

Foliar feeding is also a good 

way to get quick response to 

micronutrients. However, 

foliar feeding does not replace 

broadcast applications of sulfur 

and boron and should be used 

in addition to broadcast appli-

cations. Foliar feeding with 

Max-In For Alfalfa has been 

Micronutrients will increase 

tonnage, feed quality and stand 

life. The two most important 

micronutrients are sulfur and 

boron. Sulfur should be ap-

plied at a minimum of 20#ac/

year. Boron should be applied 

at a minimum of 1#ac/year. 

Both of these rates will vary 

depending on dry matter tons 

harvested each year. More ag-

gressive cutting schedules that 

shown to increase tonnages. In 

several side-by-side tests, Max-

In applications have shown an 

average increase of 15 points in 

relative feed quality. Foliar 

feeding micronutrients with 

Max-In when spraying new 

seeding for weeds has also 

shown greatly reduced herbi-

cide effects on new seeding 

growth. Foliar feeding allows 

the seeding to more quickly 

ñStudies have shown 

up to a 7-bushel per 

acre increase when 

beans have been foliar 

fed with Max - In. ò 
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metabolize the herbicides, 

which greatly reduces the re-

covery period after application. 

Seeing is believing, and doing 

this in a side-by-side in your 

fields will help you understand 

what I am talking about. Plan 

to do a comparison in your 

fields this year and we will 

show you what this can pro-

duce for you. 

Steve Marr 

Certified Crop Advisor 



health. In many cases, this re-

sulted in whole plant moistures 

staying within the desired har-

vest range while untreated 

acres fell below 60% long be-

fore harvest was finished. The 

fungicide application also dra-

matically reduced the levels of 

yeasts and molds in harvested 

silage reducing or eliminating 

the need for inhibitors in 

TMRõs. 

Application timing is impor-

tant. Fungicides need to be 

applied just before to just after 

tassel. Corn varieties will re-

spond differently to fungicide 

applications as the genetics of 

some varieties will already 

make them more tolerant to 

A new and very fast growing 

trend in corn production is the 

use of fungicides for disease 

control. Side-by-side yield data 

showed an average yield in-

crease of over 20 bu/ac last 

year. The five-year average 

increase in yield with the use of 

fungicide is about 15/bu per 

acre. 

In this area, side-by-sides done 

last year, fungicides provided 

an average yield increase of 15 

bushel per acre. At current 

market prices, this would result 

in an increase of $50 per acre. 

Timely silage harvest was a 

challenge last year. Silage acres 

treated with fungicide last year 

had greatly improved plant 

diseases that are common in 

this area. 

Many companies have done 

research to identify varieties 

that will most likely respond to 

fungicide applications resulting 

in increased profit potential. 

For Croplan Genetics, 

DeKalb, Mycogen and NK 

(Syngenta) hybrid fungicide 

response potential, contact us 

as the Croplan Center. For 

other seed companies, contact 

your local or regional sales 

representative. At current mar-

ket values, take 7-9 bushel per 

acre to pay for a fungicide ap-

plication. 

The benefits of fungicide are 

Disease Control in Corn Produces Big Benefits 

Consumers Cooperative  

 

not limited to corn. Studies 

have shown an average yield 

increase of 5 bushel per acre in 

soybeans and 10 bushel per 

acre in winter wheat. Plan to 

spray your acreage of these 

crops or do side-by-side com-

parisons in your fields this 

year. Call the Croplan Center if 

you have any questions or to 

make the necessary arrange-

ments to have fungicides ap-

plied to your fields this year. 

 

Steve Marr 

Certified Crop Advisor 

ing season was not advanta-

geous, but do not let that sway 

your decision. History has 

proven this to be a good 

money savings tool. 

Carroll Clark 

Energy Center Manager 

LP and Heating Oil 

Again this year, we will be of-

fering pre-pay and budget con-

tracts. We will be sending out 

this information mid-summer 

but contracting can be done at 

any time of the year. 

We all know this past contract-

Standard diesel fuel contains 

no additives to reduce wear, 

extend storage life, or reduce 

the formation of gum, varnish 

and corrosion. 

Ruby Fieldmaster Premium 

Diesel Fuel® cleans your fuel 

system and keeps it clean for 

maximum power and perform-

ance. And thatõs not all! Ruby 

Fieldmaster continually deliv-

ers up to 5% better fuel effi-

ciency while optimizing engine 

performance. All that adds up 

to real savings, extended equip-

ment life, lower maintenance 

costs, more work time and 

better fuel economy. 

 

Carroll Clark 

Energy Center Manager 

Ruby Fieldmaster vs. Standard Diesel 

Visit us on the web at 

www.consumerscooperative.com 


