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SPRING OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULED

Mark your calendars and plan to attend our one-day Spring Open House from |1:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 18, at the Phoenix Center in Richland Center. There will
be representatives from the Agronomy, Feed and Fuel Departments providing information on
the latest products. Lunch will be served from |1:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please check your local
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paper for more details.

Jim Husnik, General Manager

ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS MEETING

The Annual Stockholders meeting for con-
sumers Cooperative will be Wednesday,
March 4, 2009. Notices will be sent to active
stockholders prior to the meeting. The
meeting will be held at the Phoenix Center,
Richland Center and will begin with lunch at
11:45 to be followed by the Cooperative’s
annual report and the announcement of
newly elected directors. Only active stock-
holders will receive a notice of the meeting,
but all members are welcome to attend. If
you wish to attend, and did not receive a
notice by March |¥, please call the office so
that we will have an accurate meal count.
Patrons that are eligible to vote will be sent
a ballot in the mail. There will be no voting

at the meeting.

All voting will be done with mail-in ballots
only. Ballots must be received in the main

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY

National Agriculture Day is
March 20. To celebrate,
Consumers Cooperative is
again sponsoring National
Ag Day Poster Contest for
area students in grades Kin-
dergarten through fifth
grade enrolled in local
schools. This is the 17" An-
nual Ag Day Poster Contest.
The top eight posters from
each grade will be displayed

at Consumers Cooperative
Annual Meeting on March
4™ so that patrons attending
the meeting can vote for =&
their favorite posters. The
students that create the
winning posters receive a
certificate of recognition, a
gift certificate for a local

office by 9:00 a.m. on March 3, 2009 in order
to be counted. The candidates appearing on
the year’s ballot are Bradford McCauley
(incumbent), Steve Fuller (incumbent), Jeff
Monson (incumbent), and Larry Ludtke. Re-
sumes for each of the candidates will be sent

along with the ballots.

This year the Cooperative will be paying a
refund of about 4.88% on qualified pur-
chases. The refund will be mailed after the
Annual Stockholders meeting. Be sure to
mark your calendar for March 4, 2009 to get
a complete financial report of the Coopera-

tive.

Jim Husnik,

General Manager

CELEBRATE AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGDAY
MARCH 20, 2009

restaurant, and a ribbon.
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PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OFFERED

SPRING SEED NEEDS

The Croplan Center will have
a good supply of seed corn
and soybean seed. If there is a
specific variety or trait you
would like, please order
ahead. Liberty Link soybeans
will be limited in supply—
please order early to ensure
you get your order. All Lib-
erty Link beans will be treated
with Trilex so they are non-
returnable. If you are plant-
ing Liberty Link beans and
plan on spraying them with
Ignite (Liberty), please make
sure you have your herbicide
ordered ahead as supplies are

limited.

| would like to remind you to
take every precaution to ac-
curately record where you
plant your resistant crops to
prevent any unwanted crop

damage.

The supply of Alfalfa seed may
be restricted this year and for
years to come. The abundant
supply of the past 5 to 10
years is gone. | encourage you
to order your alfalfa seed
early. Remember that the
higher yielding and higher
quality varieties will more
than pay for the difference in
seed cost in the seeding year
and the |* year after seeding.
Due to the increased cost of
land, fuel and other crop in-
puts, | recommend you plant
top quality alfalfa to maximize

your return per acre.
We should have a good sup-

ply of oats this spring. Order
your forage or grass seed

ahead if possible.
Please call the Croplan Cen-
ter with your order or any

questions you may have at
608/ 647-8894 or toll free at

866/470-6136.

NUTRIENT MANAGE-
MENT PLANS

Consumers Cooperative can
formulate a nutrient manage
plan for you. Call and talk to
Steve Marr or Greg Ballweg at

the Croplan Center.

SOIL SAMPLING

Soil Sampling is a valuable tool
available to use in your farming
operation. Higher fertilizer
prices drastically increase the
value of soil sampling. You may
be applying more nutrients that
you need and increasing the
cost of inputs unnecessarily. It
doesn’t matter if you are writ-
ing a Nutrient Management Plan
or just a simple crop plan; the
value of soil sampling is greater
than ever. Please «call the
Croplan Center as soon as pos-

sible for your sampling needs.

No-Till Drill Available

Our 15 Case-IH no-till drill is
available for rent on a per acre
basis. The drill can be used for
conventional as well as no-till
seeding of alfalfa and soybeans.
Drill rental costs will be the
same as they were in the past at
$12.00 per acre, or get a $2.00
per acre discount if you buy the
seed from Consumers Coop-
erative. There is a minimum
charge of 15 acres per 1/2 day

of use.

AGLIME

We have three grades of aglime
available. We have 80-89, 60-69,
and 50-59. Dolamitic lime. We
also have Calacitic lime. New
Volume Discounts are avail-
able on aglime. Ask us for
more details. We will custom
apply the lime, or you can rent
our lime spreader and apply it
yourself. If you need lime this
spring, call us as soon as possi-

ble.

FROM YOUR CROPLAN CENTER

CORN & SOYBEAN
CONTRACTING

Consumers Cooperative can
forward contract corn or
soybeans for delivery to our
grain plant next October or
November. If you are inter-
ested in a price for your grain
or more details, please give
Jim Husnik a call at the main
office at 647-6171 or Greg
Ballweg at the Croplan Cen-

ter at 647-8894.
MANURE ANALYSIS

Manure samples are an essen-
tial part of any fertility man-
agement program. Manure
samples are relatively easy to
take. Stop by the Croplan
Center, or ask Steve or Butch
for a sample kit. Take an aver-
age sample of your manure
when it is loaded in the
spreader using the plastic
bottle included in the sample
kit. Freeze the sample and fill
out the sample sheet pro-
vided. Place the frozen sample
and completed form in the
mailer tube and send out on a
Monday or Tuesday to ensure
it doesn’t sit in the post office
over the weekend. The re-
sults will be sent to the
Croplan Center in approxi-
mately 7—I10 days. Manure
samples should be tested
once per year or every time
you empty your manure stor-

Tordon. RUT.

10% Off these brush and pasture weed
control products. Brash, Cimmarron,
Crossbow, Curtail, Forefront R&P,
Milestone, Spike 20p, Stinger and

Prices and availability may vary. Sale Ends 3/20/09

age.
CROP SCOUTING

We do have a crop scouting
service available. Crop
scouting is available for each
crop. Scouting charges are
based on a certain number
of visits during the growing
season. Scouting includes
checking plant populations,
scouting for weeds, insects,
diseases, and nutrient defi-
ciencies. If you are inter-
ested in crop scouting, have
questions, or need more
information, please call the
Croplan Center at 647-8894

or 866/470-6136.

Got Insurance?

Just a reminder to double
check your farm insurance
to be sure it includes equip-
ment rental. l.e., spreaders,

tractors, tanks, drills etc.

Greg Ballweg,
Croplan Center Manager

10% CROPLAN CENTER 10%

608-647-8894 OR TOLL FREE 866/470-6136
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MORE FROM YOUR CROPLAN CENTER

SULFUR FOR INCREASED

Sulfur is an important nutrient
for raising corn. It is considered
to be a necessary secondary
nutrient for corn. With opti-
mum soil test levels, a corn
crop will require a total of 30-
40 Ibs of sulfur per acre. This
total can be split between
sources such as manure and
applied fertilizers. Manure is
considered to be a source for
sulfur; however, the sulfur only
becomes available as organic
matter breaks down. UW stud-
ies show that approximately 2.8
Ibs of sulfur per acre per 1% of
organic matter becomes avail-

able each year.

There are specific field condi-
tions that will equate to sulfur
deficiencies. The first soil condi-
tion causing deficiency would be
saturated, or waterlogged soils.
Deficiencies may occur in these

CORN PRODUCTION

field conditions because the
bacteria responsible for
breaking down organic mater,
and releasing the sulfur, can-
not survive in an anaerobic
environment. The second sail
condition causing deficiency is
sandy, excessively well-
drained soils. These soil con-
ditions result in sulfur defi-
ciencies because organic mat-
ter levels are low, and sulfur
is more prone to leaching
than nitrogen. Due to the
very slow release of sulfur
from organic matter, and the
high leaching of sulfur, use of
soil applied sulfur with Am-
monium Sulfate or elemental
sulfur will most likely result in
a positive, cost effective crop

response.

Steve Marr,
Certified Crop Advisor

READING YOUR ALFALFA STAND

Alfalfa stand evaluations
should be done this spring to
determine if a stand should be
left in production or rotated
out. Call Greg, Steve, or
Butch at Consumers Coop-
erative to do a root evalua-
tion for you. Our Agronomy
representative will evaluate
your stand based on the con-

CROPLAN

GENETICS

ROTATE YOUR CORN HYBRIDS

dition of the chart and evalu-
ate your plant population.
Each Produce will be eligible
for one $50 credit to be used
for 15 acres of qualifying seed
or inoculants. To be used by
August 28, 2009. We will do
as many evaluations as time
will allow. Call us to schedule

Healthy Some Moderate
plant discoloration discoloration
and rot
Score: 0 Score: 1 Score: 2

qff\

In this area we depend pri-
marily on long-term cold
weather to kill disease inocu-
lums on corn trash. Since we
have not had long term cold
weather in the last two win-
ters, you can be sure that
disease pressure is increasing
along with insect pressures in

your corn-on-corn fields.

Corn hybrid susceptibility to
diseases can greatly depend
on the genetics of each hy-
brid. Planting the same hybrid
corn-on-corn, in the same
field, year after year will lead
to an increased level of dis-
ease inoculums that the hy-

brid is susceptible to.

One very simple manage-
ment tool you can use to
reduce your risk for yield
loss is to rotate the hy-

brids in your corn-on-
corn situations. This
can drastically change
the spectrum of dis-
ease susceptibility in
each field and prevent
the build up variety
specific disease inocu-

lums.

Steve Marr,
Certified Crop Advisor

FUNGICIDES ON GRAIN CROPS

Over the past few years,
fungicide applications on
common grain crops has
increased  dramatically.
Average yield increases
across the Midwest have
made crops more profit-

able.

Corn has been averaging
about |5 bushel more per
acre. Soybean, 6-8 more
bushel per acre and
wheat, about 10 more

bushel per acre.

Timing of application is
very important.  Fields
should be monitored
closely to be sure applica-
tions are made during

your stand evaluation.

Significant Greater than Dead
discoloration 50%

and rot discoloration

Score: 3 Score: 4 Score: 5

Source: Alfalfa Management Guide, p. 43 ©2000 By the

Greg Ballweg,
Croplan Center Manager

American State of Agronomy, Inc.., Crop Science Society of
America Inc., and Soil Science Society of America, Inc.

optimal crop development
stages.

One of the most signifi-
cant benefits to growers
in this area is the im-
provement in feed quality

of silage through fungicide
applications. Recent stud-
ies show significant in-
creases in milk/ton and
milk/acre test results.
Test also show greatly
reduced levels of yeasts
and mycotoxin producing

molds.

Doing side-by-side com-
parisons in your fields and
following through with
yield checks and forage
tests can help you deter-
mine if fungicides can
make you more profit-

able.

Steve Marr,
Certified Crop Advisor
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NEWS FROM THE COOPERATIVE...

FROM THE DESK OF

Hopefully spring is almost
here! It's been a very rough
winter will all the cold and
snow that we have had. As
spring arrives, some of our
employees will be going to the
Agronomy Department to
assist through the planting

season.

These days, everyone is con-
cerned with cost and profit-
ability. With the extra work-
load in the spring, we need
everyone to give us a 2-day
notice for feed deliveries. This
will help us to manage our

labor costs and keep your
delivery costs down.

April 1, 2009, we plan on
closing the Lone Rock Mill.
We have added extra storage
to the Feed Center to accom-

modate the Doboy feed line.

For all the customers that
picked up their feed at Lone
Rock Mill, be sure to ask
about our bagged route deliv-
ery system, also for all the
regular Consumer Coopera-
tive Customers that aren’t
using the route system, ask

SYNCHRONIZED NUTRITION

Working in both Agronomy
and Nutrition gives me an
advantage when it comes to
matching up your crops and
the feed for your cows. You
see, the major source of vari-
ability in the diets of your
lactating cows is the ruminal
degradability of the starch in
your ration.

Synchronized Nutrition fo-
cuses on reducing the variabil-
ity of inputs and optimally
balancing the starch portion
of the cow’s diet.

FROM THE ENERGY

As you read this, we

fieldwork is

We have recognized these
variances in the past by terms
like “light” and “heavy” bushel
weight of corn. Remember, all
corn does not act the same in

the cow.

The influencing factors for
ruminal starch digestion are:

|. Moisture content of the
grain

2. How the starch is proc-
essed

CENTER

right

BILL TRACY, FEED DEPARTMENT MANAGER

for details about it—it is very
convenient!

Before you know it, the show
season will be here again. The
Cooperative carries a large
variety of different show
feeds. Consumers Coopera-
tive is also carrying bunker
covers, silage bags and bale
wrap again this year. We also
carry a complete line of Nu-
trisave Preservatives, along
with the Doboy, and Crop

Cure line of preservatives.

With the high cost of dry

3. The level of grain in the
diet

4. The grain endosperm

So this year, before you plant
your corn, let’s talk about
matching up the corn you
plant with your cows. This
will allow you to find that
“sweet spot” between having
too much rumen degradable
starch causing you less milk,
and too much high ruminal
degradable starch that causes

and at Grand Rental

hope the weather will
be looking more like
spring. This  winter,
again, has brought back
memories of winters
past-lots of cold and
snow. We appreciate
those of you who have
shoveled the snow to
make your tanks
accessible. March will
soon be here and spring

around the corner.
We will be offering
diesel contracts so if
you are interested
please give us a call at
(608) 647-6749. Just a
reminder, Consumers
Cooperative has
Cenex lube and
hydraulic oils available
at the Feed Center,
Boaz Country Store,

Station along with farm
bulk deliveries.
Have a safe and happy
spring.

Carroll Clark
Energy Center Manager

proteins, you may want to
consider using liquid protein
in your cattle rations. Cur-
rently, liquid is much more
price friendly. Check with
Consumers Cooperative for
details about using liquid in

your farming operation.

We hope you have a pros-
perous spring and summer. If
there is anything we can do
for you, please let us know.
We look forward to working
closely with you in the up-

coming months.

depressed butterfat and
appetite.

No matter what price your
being paid for your milk, it
is always better to be pro-
ducing more milk per cow
versus more cows to get

your milk.

GOOD FARMING

Butch Shattuck
Agronomy & Nutrition

OUR ENERGY COMES THROUGH.™
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HAVE A GREAT LOOKING LAWN THIS YEAR

Wow! What a winter we've
had. We are ready for spring,
warm weather and looking
forward to green grass and

sunshine.

A great looking lawn is very
important to most homeown-
ers and they spend many
hours maintaining a well-
manicured lawn. With the
exception of mowers and
string trimmers, homeowners
can hardly justify purchasing
most of the specialty equip-
ment critical to a good lawn

care program.

Many of the activities in early
spring can be enjoyed only
during a narrow window be-
cause the weather often inter-
feres. Spring begins with
clearing the yard of debris left
over from fall and winter.
Power raking to remove
thatch is first, followed by
aeration and application of
fertilizer and pesticides. Over-
seeding is more likely to suc-
ceed when performed in late
summer and fall, but can be
done in early spring if proper
moisture is available.

If a lawn is dull, yellowing, and
lifeless, there may be several
reasons. One could be an
excessive amount of thatch.
Thatch robs your lawn of vital
nutrients. A layer of thatch

PROPEL NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

/‘mu;y nosser

Land O’Lakes Purina Feed has
a new, highly-palatable, high-
energy fat product specially
formulated to be used as a
nutritional supplement for
lactating and post-fresh dairy
ration called Propel® Energy
Nugget. To produce this
product Land O’Lakes Purina
Feed developed a proprietary
Macro-Encapsulation™ Tech-
nology. This is just one of the
reasons Propel® Energy Nug-
get is different from all other
high energy supplements on

the market today.

ENERGY IS CRITICAL
DURING TRANSITION

Why should | feed the Pro-
pel® Energy Nugget to fresh
cows?! Well almost immedi-
ately after calving, energy
demands soar. The abrupt
lactation demands can quickly
drain a fresh cow’s energy
reserves. Also, keeping fresh
cows on feed and consuming

a ration high in energy is not
always easy, and low intakes
and energy absorption often
contribute to higher culling
rates the first 60 days in milk.
Even with the best energy
supplements, adding fat to the
ration only helps if a cow eats
it well. Fresh cows are ex-
tremely susceptible to intake
depression and will be less
likely to consume the pounds
of dry matter needed to ramp
up production and maintain
cow health if their feed is not
palatable. The Propel® Energy
Nugget has been found to be

very palatable.

PALATABILITY MAKES
A DIFFERENCE

In a study conducted at Long-
view Animal Nutrition Center
in July 2008, Propel® Energy
Nugget was preferred by lac-
tating cows over a leading
calcium salt fatty acid product
17 to |, and preferred over a

1/2 inch thick or more, pro-
hibits water and air from
reaching the roots and keeps
herbicides reaching the top of
the soil. Thatch is also a
breeding environment for

insects and disease.

Soil compaction frequently
results in turf deterioration.
Compaction is greatest in the
top 2 or 3 inches of soil and is
the result of traffic, such as
walking or mowing. In com-
pacted soil, dirt particles are
forced together reducing the
area where roots can grow.
Aeration is mechanically re-
moving plugs of turf to relieve
compacted soil and increase
water and nutrients to the
roots. Aeration should be

performed at least annually.

leading prilled fat product 10
to |I. With Propel® Energy
Nugget’s higher preference
rates over other fat sources,
it's possible to achieve the
high energy and high intakes

fresh cows need to perform.

ENERGY IS CRITICAL
TO MILK PRODUCTION

Do lactating cows need the
Propel® Energy Nugget? The
answer is yes. When energy
demand is at its highest during
peak lactation, cows need a
very palatable feed supple-
ment that provides a consis-
tent source of energy to meet
their needs.  Many supple-
mental energy sources, often
supplemental fats, can cause
negative side-effects including:
reduced dry matter intake,
lower milk components, poor
digestibility, and or diminished
fiber digestion. Feeding Pro-
pel® Energy Nugget can help
you avoid these negative af-

Lawn fertilizers are available in
liquid, pellet, and granular
forms. People most commonly
use the granular form of fertil-
izer. Proper calibration of ap-
plication equipment insures
delivery of the proper amount
of nutrients. This is also true

for pesticides.

The Grand Rental Station has
over-seeders, thatchers, aera-
tors, mowers, and spreaders
available to rent to do the
specialty jobs necessary to
maintain a well-manicured,
beautiful lawn. Stop in soon to

see what we have to offer.

Mary Foege
Grand Rental Station
Store Manager

fects, because it is a protected
fat source that is palatable.
Propel® Energy Nugget deliv-
ers what is important to pro-
ducers in an energy source for
their lactating cows: good in-
take and high energy which can
improve body condition score
and lead to better reproduc-
tive health, performance, and

profit potential.

Propel® Energy Nugget is
backed by Land O’Lakes Pu-
rina Feed’s decades of energy
nugget experience, research
and innovation. Propel® Energy
Nugget is available now from
Consumers Cooperative.
Contact a member of the Feed
Team today for more informa-

tion.
Amanda Linscheid
Dairy Production Specialist



QUIZ CORNER

Looking for an opportunity to win a gift certificate? Here’s your
chance. Consumers Cooperative will be drawing 4 luck winners to
receive a $25 gift card. This card can be used at the Boaz Country
Store or our Pump 24 Station. To find the answers to the questions
below, you will need to visit our website at
www.consumerscooperative.com. There can only be one entry per
household. Answers can be faxed to 608/647-8710, emailed to
lori@consumerscooperative.com or dropped off at the main office.
All entries need to be submitted by March 19, 2009. All correct

entries will be eligible for the drawing on March 20, 2009.

. What page is our mission statement on?

What is the email address for Greg Ballweg?

What day was Consumers Cooperative incorporated?

What is the new product at the Boaz deli?

What are 3 products sold at the Feed Mill?

What is the emergency contact number for the energy center?

List 3 benefits of using Pump 24.

© N & U K W N

What statement is listed under the phone number on Grand
Rental’s web page?

9.  What is the email address for the Boaz Country Store!

10. What tab do you find information about Scholarship winners,

newsletters or Walk with G.R.A.C.E.?

CREDIT NOTES

Spring weather is getting
closer and crop planting will
soon follow. Many of you have
already talked with us about
the financial plans and credit
lines you have in place with
your lenders, so you will be all
set for payment of your spring
needs. This year a firm com-
mitment from your lender is
important so that you know
they will have a money supply
for you when you need it. We
will also have the Farm Plan
available to use; if you already
have a regular plan going with
them and need more time, you
may want to contact them
about their special services
plan ahead of time. Now is the
time to be making money ar-

rangements.

As all of you know, this is a

very expensive time of year for
your Cooperative; making sure
that we have plenty of product
on hand so we can serve your
needs. So far this year, we
have not been able to bring in
as much money from account
receivables as in some past
years. For those customers
who have not been able to
keep their accounts current,
we ask for your help in making
financial arrangements to get
the balances back within credit
standards as soon as possible.
This would be very much ap-

preciated.

Again, we want to THANK all
of you who have been able to
keep accounts current. We
know it takes special planning
and budgeting on your part to

do this.

Check out our fresh deli items
too! Try one of

our new Country

Beef Bowls or @
one of our

sandwich orwraps!

Have a sweet tooth? Try one of
our fresh baked goodies!

Boaz Country

Store

Working late? Don’t
know what to make for din-
ner? Stop by and check out
our heat and
eat pizza’s!
We make
‘em and you cook ‘em.

Call ahead and we
will have your order

waiting!

Tel: 608-536-3730

Check out our website for a $1.00
off coupon towards the purchase of one of our pizza’s.

Www.consumerscooperative.com/conveniencestore.html

We' r e

on t

he We !

Www.consumerscooperative.com

Enjoy the warm sunshine of
spring and some showers too.
Arnie Pharo
Credit Department




