Consumers Connection

consumers

=z Cooperative®

Annual Stockholders Meeting

The Annual Stockholders
meeting for Consumers

Cooperative will be

Wednesday, March 10, 2010.

Notices will be sent to ac-
tive stockholders prior to
the meeting. The meeting
will be held at the Phoenix
Center, Richland Center and
will begin with lunch at
11:45 to be followed by the
Cooperative’s annual report
and the announcement of
newly elected directors.
Only active stockholders
will receive a notice of the
meeting, but all members
are welcome to attend. If
you wish to attend, and did
not receive a notice by
March 1st, please call the
office so that we will have

an accurate meal count.

Patrons that This year
are eligible to y the Co-
vote will be > /m operative
sent a ballot f—\\‘; W will be

in the mail. N paying a
There will be March 10, 2010 refund
0o voting at Annual Stockholders | °fabou
the meeting. Meeti ng 4% on
All voting will qualified
be done with pur-
mail-in ballots chases.
only. Ballots must be te- The refund will be mailed

ceived in the main office by
9:00 a.m. on March 9, 2010
in order to be counted. The
candidates appearing on this
years ballot are Raymond
Schmitz (incumbent), David
Unbehaun (incumbent),
Larry Ludtke, and David
Price. Resumes for each of
the candidates will be sent
along with the ballots.

Spring Open House Scheduled

Mark your calendars and
plan to attend our one-day
Spring Open House from
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 24, at
the Phoenix Center in Rich-
land Center. There will be

representatives from the

Agronomy, Feed and Fuel
Departments providing in-
formation on
the latest
products.
Lunch will be
served from
11:30 a.m. to

after the Annual Stockhold-
ers meeting. Be sure to mark
your calendar for March 10,
2010 to get a complete fi-
nancial report of the Coop-

erative.

Jim Husnik,

General Manager

2:00 p.m. Please check your

local paper for more details.

Mark your
calendars for

March 2010
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New QLF Product Available To Livestock Producers

Consumers Cooperative Feed Team would like to in-
troduce a new product that we are making available to
livestock producers in the area. It is a custom QLF
molasses supplement formulated with Altosid. Altosid
is an additive used for the control of horn flies and is
safe for lactating as well as non-lactating animals.
There is no withholding period for meat or milk.

Failure to control horn flies means a reduction in

The customized formulation in our new QLF Supple-
ment delivers to your livestock horn fly control, protein,
energy and supplemental sugars that will help your ani-
mals utilize those forages during the pasture season.
Practical, convenient, safe, cost effective and available
24-7 as a free choice supplement for the entire pasture
season.

Please contact the Feed Team for any additional infor-

grazing time, an increase in stress and a direct blood mation.
Amanda Linscheid

Dairy Production Specialist

loss of up to one gallon per invested animal. Research
has shown that a financial benefit of over $40 or more

per animal may be realized by the control of the horn

fly.
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From the Desk of Bill Tracyii Feed Department Manager

Hopefully spring is almost here! With all the bad weather and the problems with last year’s corn crop, we all hope that this is
a normal growing year for all your crops. If you haven’t had your high moisture corn, or corn silage checked for molds, yeast
and vomitoxin, it might be money in your pocket to do so before spring. It seems that corn that has been dried down is hav-
ing less problems with molds, yeast and vomitoxin.

Before you know it, the show season will be here again. The Cooperative carries a large variety of different show fedds. Con-
sumers Cooperative is also carrying bunker covers, silage bags, and bale wraps again this year. We also carry a complete line
of Nutrisave preservatives, along with the Doboy Crop Cure.

We hope you have a prosperous spring and summer. If there is anything we can do for you, please let us know. We look for-

ward to working with you in the upcoming months.
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Changes Coming to the Feed Center by Joe McDonald

1. We now have steam-flaked corn to be used in rations. Steam-flaked corn is higher energy grain source and is more read-

ily digestible source of energy. For optimum growth in young animals it is important to having high quality feedstuffs in

their diets.

2. New protein pellet to be used in various situations. The product has been formulated to be top dressed or as a mixer

pellet with other feedstuffs. The product’s name is Consumers 32% mix all pellet. The lower protein levels allow us to

take more advantage of middle protein products. There will be no corn by-products in this product.

3. FDA ruling on the use of drugs in Milk Replacers will be making changes across the whole industry. There will be

changes to medication in Milk Replacer products. You will need to be aware of them as they come. This means some of

the products will be changing to meet the new ruling.

4. Consumers will be adding another product to their line-up to deal with molds and mycotoxins from this past years corn

crop. The product name is Bentonite AB20.

Diesel fuel is diesel fuel, Right?

WRONG! Diesel fuels can vary widely
by supplier. But a true premium diesel
fuel, like Cenex® Ruby Fieldmastet® can
increase both the performance and life of
your diesel-powered equipment. You’ll
notice the difference—more power, bet-
ter fuel economy, less maintenance and
reduced emissions for cleaner air. That’s
because Ruby Fieldmaster is specially
formulated to meet the rugged demands
of your business. It contains a high-
quality base fuel and a complete, bal-
anced additive package that work to-
gether to provide optimum engine pet-
formance. In rigorous lab and field tests
against standard diesel fuels, Ruby Field-
master has been proven to:
¢ Reduce Fuel Costs—Advanced de-
tergents provide up to 5% better fuel
efficiency.

e Protect Your Engine—10-15% bet-
ter lubricity than standard #2 diesel
reduces wear and maintenance.

e  Maximize Power—Enjoy up to 4.5%
more for pulling long hills.

e Promote quicker, more fuel efficient
starts!

Plus, Ruby Fieldmaster is enhanced
with soy diesel—a lubricity enhancer
and clean-burning alternative fuel
made from domestically-grown soy-
beans. It protects the moving parts in
your engine better than any other
fuel on the market.

With harvest under way, you want your

equipment to be running at peak per-

formance. Has this been an issue in the
past for you? Does it seem like every year
you are dealing with break downs and

delays? It doesn’t have to be that
way. Ruby Fieldmaster has the
characteristics you didn’t even

know you were missing.

Carroll Clark
Energy Center Manager

OUR ENERGY COMES THROUGH.™
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Credit Notes From The Desk of Arnie Pharo

Spring on the calendar is not that far away. Soon Account receivables are still running high. For those
thoughts will turn to the planting season fast ap- customers who have not been able to keep accounts
proaching. It is a good time to be making financial current, we ask that you make financial arrangements to
plans for the season also. This year a firm commit- get the balances back within credit standards as soon as
ment from your lender is important so that you know possible.

they will have a money supply for you when you need Thanks to everyone for the business given to the Coop-
it. You may want to look into our Prepay Pan for your erative.

spring expenses. This plan allows you to lock in
prices, plus it helps your Coop in making better put-
chase decisions. Remember, you can use your Farm-

Plan too when buying spring planting needs.

Remodeling? From The Desk of Mary Foege, Grand Rental Manager

Anyone who’s spent much time remodeling a home knows that messes are as much a part of the process as budget overruns
and sore backs. I bet the word remodel means something like “A voluntary make-over of one’s home during which money
and labor are in short supply, and debris accumulates in large quantities.” In most cases, those messes are replaced by new
woodwork, flooring and walls to make our homes livable and looking spiffy again.

We have the tools needed to replace the drywall, so that it will be easier to replace and look professional when done. For
making square cuts, use a drywall T-square. Set your sheets of drywall upright with the smooth side out, with your measure-
ments run a utility knife along the side of the T to score your cut. Snap the sheet back to back with a utility knife.

Getting drywall up to the ceiling can be tough. You can rent a drywall lift that holds a sheet on it, and then crank it up to the
ceiling. It holds the sheet up until you can screw it in, sinking the screws a little below the surface again, you do not want to
break the paper.

Then you need to tape the drywall. For the first tape coat you’ll need a taping knife that is 5 or 6”. For the next coat you will
need a wider knife to coat farther in each direction. Use a mud pan to hold the mud as you tape the joints. Then use a pole
sander for sanding the joints. Finally, to apply the texture to ceiling and walls, you will want to rent a sprayer specifically de-
signed for texturing, which we have available to rent.

To renew the traditional wood flooring, a homeowner can complete the job successfully and in a reasonable amount of time
with some specialized equipment. You’ll need an assortment of hand tools that Grand Rental Station can provide to get the
job done fast with a professional look.. In most cases you will need a large walk-behind sander for the open areas of the floor
and an edging sander for the sections along the walls. To make your floors beautiful again, we have sanding belts, screens,
sandpaper and wood finishes available.

We would like to help you with all your remodeling projects. Please give us a call or stop in and see us when we can be of

help to you.
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From the Desk of Greg Ballweg, Croplan Center Manager

SOIL SAMPLING

Soil Sampling is a valuable tool available
to use in your farming operation. Higher
fertilizer prices drastically increase the
value of soil sampling. You may be ap-
plying more nutrients than you need and
increasing the cost of inputs unnecessat-
ily. It doesn’t matter if you are writing a
Nutrient Management Plan or just a sim-
ple crop plan; the value of soil sampling

is greater than ever. Please call the

CORN & SOYBEAN CONTRACTING

Consumers Cooperative can forward con-
tract corn or soybeans for delivery to our
grain plant next October or November. If
you are interested in a price for your grain or
more details, please give Jim Husnik a call at
the main office at 647-6171 or Greg Ballweg
at the Croplan Center at 647-8894.

MANURE ANALYSIS
Manure samples are an essential part of any
fertility management program. Manure sam-
ples are relatively easy to take. Stop by the
Croplan Center for a sample kit. Take an

average sample of your manure when it is

Croplan Center as soon as possible for
your sampling needs.

No-Till Drill Available
Our 15° Case-IH no-till drill is available
for rent on a per acre basis. The drill can
be used for conventional as well as no-till
seeding of alfalfa and soybeans. Drill
rental costs will be the same as they were
in the past at $12.00 per acre, or get a
$2.00 per acre discount if you buy the

seed from Consumers Cooperative.

loaded in the spreader using the plastic bot-

tle included in the sample kit. Freeze the
sample and fill out the sample sheet pro-

vided. Place the frozen sample and com-

There is a minimum charge of
15 actes per 1/2 day of use.
AGLIME
We have three grades of aglime
available. We have 80-89, 60-69,
and 50-59. We also have
Calacitic and Dolamitic lime.
We will custom apply the lime,
or you can rent our lime
spreader and apply it yourself. If
you need lime this spring, call us

as soon as possible

Got Insurance?
Just a reminder to double
check your farm insurance

to be sure it includes

pleted form in the mailer tube and send out
on a Monday or Tuesday to ensure it doesn’t
sit in the post office over the weekend. The
results will be sent to the Croplan Center in
approximately 7—10 days. Manure samples
should be tested once per year or every time

you empty your manure storage.

equipment rental. Le.,
spreaders, tractors, tanks,
drills etc.

Fungicides On Grain Crops by Greg Ballweg, Croplan Center Manager

Over the past few years, fungicide applications on common grain crops has increased dramatically. Average yield increases

across the Midwest have made crops more profitable.

Corn has been averaging about 15 bushel more per acre. Soybean, 6-8 more bushel per acre and wheat, about 10 more

bushel per acre.

Timing of application is very important. Fields should be monitored closely to be sure applications are made during opti-

mal crop development stages.

One of the most significant benefits to growers in this area is the improvement in feed quality of silage through fungicide

applications. Recent studies show significant increases in milk/ton and milk/acre test results. Test also show greatly re-

duced levels of yeasts and mycotoxin producing molds.

The return per acre for fungicides is significant per acre on grain and corn silage. Please call for more information.



SEED TREATMENTS/FOLIAR
APPLICATIONS

Ascend and Advanced coating zinc can be used
as seed treatments that can be applied to your
seed for faster emergence and more consistent
stands. Your crop will have larger, healthier roots
which intern will have larger healthier plants.
Getting off to a faster, healthier start will also
show up in yield; corn, soybeans and alfalfa.
Research has shown adding these products as a
seed coating or on top of the seed will increase
stands and seedling health. Ascend and zinc can
also be applied later after crop establishment as a
foliar application alone or with a post emergence
herbicide like Roundup. This is too late to help
with even plant emergence and early plant health.
But it can help with plant health and root growth
after application to enhance disease resistance

and increased yields.

Greg Ballweg
Croplan Center Manager

The winner of the August 21, 2009 drawing for $50 in LP gas is John and

Debbie Geisler. Congratulations!

Stop in and try our new Boulevard
Café Coffee!

Valid with coupon only.

16 0z Cup of Boulevard Colfee

Boaz Country Store

I'a N\
FREE
| 16 oz Coffee |

Expiration date:
03/31/2010

Stop in and try our Boulevard
Cappuccinos!

Valid with coupon only.

16 0z Cappuccino .50¢ off

Boaz Country Store

4 )
.50¢ off
16 oz Cappuccino

. >4

Expiration date:
03/31/2010

We’re on the Webl!!

Consumerscooperative.com

the spirit shows

Consumers cooperative

300 S. Main Street
P.O Box 533
Richland Center, WI 53581-0533

Phone: 608-647-6171
Toll Free: 800-232-1014
Fax: 608-647-2240
Email: reccoop@mwt.net

National Agriculture Day

National Agriculture Day is
March 20, 2010.

To celebrate, Consumers Coop-
erative is again sponsoring Na-
tional Ag Day Poster Contest for
area students in grades Kindergar-
ten through fifth grade enrolled in
local schools. This is the 18t An-
nual Ag Day Poster Contest.

The top eight posters from each
grade will be displayed at Con-
sumers Cooperative Annual Meet-
ing on March 10t so that patrons
attending the meeting can vote for
their favorite posters. The stu-
dents that create the winning

posters receive a certificate of
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recognition, a
gift certificate for a local restau-
rant, have their pictures in the

local paper, and a ribbon.

_
CELEBRATE AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGDAY



